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Above: Here’s another nice sunny picture to brighten our winter days. Fascinating stuff; it’s a ScammeLL Publicity Department shot, which came with the 
Bedford dealer pictures from Andy Rust, seen elsewhere in this issue. We have a carnival float from Capital Motors, most Likely of Watford or possibly Luton 
- can a reader confirm? The Vauxhall dealer was showing off the Latest Victor model, the 1960-’61‘F’, sometimes now called an‘FA; now with the Larger back 
window, along with a Vauxhall from 1904, according to its Veteran Car Club plate. Some of the staff had donned period dress to match - although to us 
today, the dresses of the Ladies at the rear with the Victor Look just as dated. Interestingly, the un-registered Bedford TK - no trade-plates, just a carnival 
entry number, E15 - no doubt fitted with a ScammeLL coupling for the step-frame trailer, was without the usual flashing indicators beside the side-Lights 
and the ‘B’ of Bedford on the front was wonky. Somebody would be in trouble, even if they were having a lovely day out... 


W elcome to what I have 
worked out must be my 
100th issue as editor of 
Vintage Roadscene - 
doesn't time fly! I'd like to 
think that I and my contributors, without 
whom there couldn't be a magazine, of 
course, have done a good job and that all of 
you readers are happy with what we've been 
providing over the years. 

Please keep sending in your pictures and 
stories, which I and a lot of others, I'm sure, 
consider to go a long way towards making the 
magazine as interesting as it can be. We've got 
plenty of material lined up for future issues, but 
I'm sure you'll agree, the more the merrier... 
We've branched out with the Road Haulage 

cDi Mi . 



Once upon a time, there was a thriving 
textiles industry in the North of England. 
We remember those days, not so Long ago, 
when ‘Cotton was King’ and Wool was, well, 
also King, depending on which side of the 
Pennines you were. Many Lorries were used 
to move the raw materials, finished cloth 
and much more besides. Some of them are 
pictured in our Scene Past feature. 


Archive since moving to Kelsey Publishing. 
We're up to issue 16 of that series, the latest of 
which is previewed in these pages. It's based 
on pictures taken while on holiday in Malta 
by Tom Caren of the British Motor Museum at 
Gaydon - you'll know him as the organiser of 
the Classic Commercial Vehicle Show. Lots of 
sunny pictures of lorries which were already 
old 30 years ago - just right for warming the 
cockles during these chilly winter days. 

We are also continuing to make our way 
through the many rally reports from the last 
summer's events, which means more sunny 
pictures of nice vehicles, offering ideas of 
where to go during the 2018 season - yes, the 


11I.V.E.T.A. 




CMbrwg 36 Years Ireland J 


winter will soon be over, and we'll all be out 
and about again. 

Which neatly brings me to a note I've 
received from Peter Johnston of the Ulster 
Vintage Commercial Vehicle Club - he of the 
Shelvoke & Drewry vehicle collection - about 
a safety training course for organisers of 
vintage shows and road runs they are running 
in conjunction with the Irish Vintage Engine & 
Tractor Association (IVETA), on Saturday, 17th 
February 2018, at the McCreath Taylor (Nl) Ltd 
Training Suite, at its Lisburn headquarters. Give 
Peter a ring on 07860 868967 for more details, 
as this sounds like a jolly good idea. 

Meanwhile, may I take the opportunity to 
wish everybody a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 



The Ulster Vintage Commercial 
Vehicte Club in Association 
With 

I. V.E.T. A (Inih UlritHir End™ A Trirtor Aiiadttlfert) 


Safety Training Course for Organisers of Vintage 
Shows and Road Runs 

Saturday 17 Ih 'February J0J8 

At 

McCreath TayEur {NJ) LTD Training Suite 
4 Flush Pa rk, Lisburn, $TZS 1DX. 

Registration 9.30am to 10.00am 

Aim of Course 

™H lhe ,"“ d f< ” S '* 3te ' Ware "™ or»" BBeoB on the port of 

orgamsers of vmlag* rallies, events and road runs. 

The Coorto will be delivered by M, Seontut O'Grsd, Chief Safe,, Officer „ it(l 
Irish V ntagc Engine a Tractor Association. Y * 

Cost per delegate payable at registration will be fio.90. 

CRD certificates will be available if required. 
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RANGE ROVER FIRE ENGINES 


Ron Henderson looks ot how fire services used this type of vehicle. 



Above and right: Before the advent of 
Carmichael’s six-wheeled Commando 
conversion, the standard factory Range 
Rover was adopted by some fire brigades, 
but very few were converted into fire 
engines with pumping facilities. This one, 
pictured in February 1992 at the now 
demolished Doncaster Airport, was one 
of a pair supplied to the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment, Farnborough in 1971. 

T he Range Rover was launched in 
June 1970, as a successor to the 
illustrious Land Rover, and featured 
similar off-road capabilities but 
with higher performance and a 
more luxurious interior. The original two door 
model fulfilled many functions for emergency 
service duties, with the ambulance, police and 
fire services, but its suitability for conversion 
for front line fire service roles was limited by its 
size and load-carrying capacity. 

A few standard Range Rovers were adapted 
as small rescue tenders and general utility 
vehicles but, unlike the plethora of Land Rover 
fire engines of all series, only two Range Rovers 
were fitted with PTO driven pumps. Supplied 
by Sun Engineering of Sunbury on Thames for 
service with the Royal Aircraft Establishment at 
Farnborough, these very compact fire engines 
featured an inbuilt pump mounted in the rear 
boot space. 


However, it was a unique Carmichael 
conversion that impressed Britain's chief fire 
officers. Marketed as the'Commando'the 
prototype, a 6x4 vehicle built on a Rover 
pre-production prototype, featured a chassis 
extension of 34 inches, formed by inserting a 
frame section between the original rear axle 
and rear end, allowing the fitting of a standard 
rear (trailing) axle, without the final drive gear. 

The front of the chassis was also extended 
in order to accommodate a pump, driven 
directly from the crankshaft. The standard 
Rover V8 OHV engine and four speed manual 
transmission was retained. Four versions were 
offered initially by Carmichael. 

The Commando-Standard featured the 


standard Range Rover cab with full size forward 
hinged doors and forward tipping and sliding 
seats with an option for a five man cab. The 
body was constructed from aluminium and 
glass fibre. Large lockers were provided on 
each side, behind the crew compartment, with 
a further locker at the rear, enclosed with roller 
shutter locker covers. 

The Commando Water Tender featured a 
single-stage 500 gallons per minute Coventry 
Climax Godiva centrifugal pump mounted at 
the front, feeding a single hose reel, with 180ft 
of rubber hose mounted in a rear locker. A 
glass fibre tank contained 200 gallons of water. 
A heat exchanger for both oil and water was 
fitted in the engine compartment, to cool the 
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Right: The prototype Carmichael 
Commando demonstrator during one 
of its development stages. Lettered 
‘Rapid Intervention Vehicle’, it was 
exhibited at one of the annual Chief 
Fire Officers conferences. During one 
period of development it appeared at the 
Farnborough Air Show with two sets of 
Lockers on each side and no pump.This 
one featured an aluminium body but all 
the production models had bodies made 
of glass fibre. 

Above: The same unit, following a 
rebuild and now featuring a different 
body with additional windows behind 
the cab, updated pump and the addition 
of a roof monitor. These features were 
retained until it was sold to Marshall’s 
of Cambridge for service at Cambridge 
airport. 



Above: Luton Borough Council was the first authority to commission a Carmichael Commando 
fire engine, for service at Luton Airport. Although equipped with a comprehensive array of 
rescue equipment, it did not have a front mounted pump. 


engine when the machine was stationary and 
pumping water. No ladders were included but 
were available at extra cost. 

The third version was the Commando- 
Emergency Aircraft Rescue unit, designed 
as a first strike vehicle with the ability to 
arrive quickly at the scene of any emergency, 
ahead of the heavier emergency fire-fighting 
appliances. This model featured the standard 
two-door cab, with a short locker immediately 
behind, which contained the pump for a roof 
mounted monitor and an air compressor for 
power-operated rescue tools. The roof monitor 
was capable of discharging foam at a rate 
of up to 2000 gallons per minute, manually 
controlled from inside the cab. The rest of 
the body was a flat bed design, upon which 
an exposed water and foam tank was fitted, 
together with two exposed seats for additional 
crew-members. 

An alternative design marketed as a 'Rapid 
Intervention Appliance', featured a front 
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Above: An example of the Commando 
water tender with front mounted pump 
and comprehensive set of ladders, hoses 
and beaters stored on the roof. Delivered 
to Somerset Fire Brigade in 1972 for 
Dulverton fire station, this one is shown 
when in preservation at the now defunct 
Devonport Fire Museum. 

mounted pump, roof monitor and a full- 
length enclosed body containing 200 gallons 
of premix foam solution and 100kg of BCF 
chemical fire extinguishing medium. 

The final model was a Fire Command and 
Communications Car, which featured four 
windows on each side of the body in the 
manner of the 6x4 Highlander custom car/ 


personnel carrier model. 

The prototype Carmichael Commando 
rapid intervention appliance, equipped with 
a front-mounted pump, underwent several 


modifications during its development and 
demonstration processes, before being sold 
in 1974 to Marshalls of Cambridge, where it 
operated for many years at the local airport 


Above: The Commando Emergency Aircraft 
Rescue unit of Humberside Airport, 
showing the exposed foam tank. Four 
examples were sold to Jersey Airport. 
Finished in an all over yellow Livery, these 
ones had a front mounted pump and 
Larger foam tanks. 

before being acquired for preservation. 

The first customer to take delivery of a 
Commando was Luton Airport, which received 
a rescue tender in 1972. Bedfordshire Fire 
Brigade was the next customer, becoming 
the first of many local authority fire brigades 
to commission a Carmichael Commando, 
ordering four'Fire Rescue Units'with front 
mounted pumps in 1972. 

The next conversions went to Anglesey, 
Northern Area, (Scotland) and Guernsey. 
Thereafter, production increased with 
examples being sold to dozens of customers 
throughout the United Kingdom, as well 
as overseas in countries as far away as the 
Caribbean, the Middle East and New Zealand. 
Part 2 will examine some of the other 
Carmichael Commando developments. 



Above: This one was still in operational service when pictured at Connington Airport, 
Peterborough in September 2014. It was one of a pair originally delivered to Manchester 
Airport. Dating from 1977, it is probably the Last one of its type in service. 
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Davies knows what he is 
talking about. This no 
nonsense 164 page book 
with over 300 illustrations 
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1933 to 1997 and provides 
an insight into a once 
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commercial vehicle 
industry. 





BLOUEfis 
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At £20 per copy, plus postage & packing. 
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“No two lorries are the same, 
that’s why you need a specialist to 
arrange your insurance cover” 


Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 
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Insurance 
Specialist 
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410 

1066 


Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 



















Andy Rust brings us a collection of pictures which were used as sales aids by a Bedford dealership. 



This VauxhaU Motors picture had been used in 
the March 1953 Bedford Transport Magazine. Its 
purpose was to show the double-deck removable 
livestock carrier body, built by Penman’s of 
Dumfries, the early Bedford ‘S’Type, GBU 775 
(Oldham, 1950), of F Roper & Son, of Jericho Farm, 
Woodhouses,Ashton-under-Lyne,‘Bulk Feeders of 
Quality Bacon Pigs’. They obviously needed a lot 
of transport, as the S Type is seen with three ‘OL’ 
platform lorries, GBU 611 of 1950, HBU 21 of 1951 
and KVR 68 (Manchester, 1950) - and a ‘muck- 
spreader’ in the background. Why did they need to 
cut out the trees in the background of the picture? 
Whatever, it makes an interesting fleet‘line-up. 


A ndy Rust is a well-known 
member the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society. He 
has offered us the use of this 
collection of pictures which 
were obtained from a one time Bedford 
dealership. Delves Motors Ltd, of Prince of 


Wales Road, in Norwich, a leading supplier of 
Bedfords in East Anglia. 

The pictures were used by the dealer's 
salesmen used to show prospective lorry 
buyers how Bedford chassis could be bodied 
to suit the needs of their business. 

Those seen here are mainly livestock 


Right: 1: A rearview of the Roper & Son 
vehicle, with the Loading ramp down, 
showing the interior, with the second ramp 
for the upper deck. 

2 : A cattle truck of Atlas Garages, of Newport, 
Monmouthshire’, GKG 501 (Cardiff, 1952), on 
an ‘S’Type 7 ton Long wheelbase chassis. 

3 : A view from the rear, showing details of 
the interior of the removable Livestock body 
on the Atlas Garages vehicle. 

4 : A stylish wooden-panelled side and rear- 
loading horsebox, VBP 210 (West Sussex, 
1956), which Looks as if it was built on a 
Bedford ‘SB’ passenger chassis, by Vincents of 
Reading, well-known for this type of vehicle 
5 : Another Bedford ‘S’Type with a removable 
Livestock body on its platform. Notice 
this one has those ‘squared-off’ Bedford 
rear mudguards and there is a flap in the 
headboard, through which the driver would 
be able to see the cattle being carried.This 
one, on Cardiganshire tradeplates, 013 EJ, 
was supplied by Nelson Garages, to Local 
haulage contractors, John Jones & Sons. 

See how the cab has been painted with a 
wood-grain effect to match the cattle body. 
This picture appeared in Bedford Transport 
Magazine for November 1951. 

6 & 7 : This Bedford ‘S’ cattle truck was built 
for AG Banks of Wistow, Huntingdonshire. On 
the back of the print, it says that this double- 
deck cattle body, supplied by T Scotney, of 
St Ives, then in Huntingdonshire, was built 
on a Bedford ‘SB’chassis. The advantage was 
that the Lower chassis rails offered a Lower 
Loading height and centre of gravity. 



Above: A side view of the Roper & Son Bedford ‘S’Type cattle truck, presumably taken at the 
company’s Jericho Farm base. 
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Above left: This time it’s a Bedford ‘OL’ chassis carrying a cattle body, pictured by a Cambridge photographer. This was built as a separate lift-off 
box, as they so often still are, although the rear wheel mudguards still protruded above the platform level. Above right: Another Bedford ‘OL’with 
a slightly different cattle container on its platform body. These vehicles seemed to have different methods of clamping the box down. This picture 
was stamped on the back by a company in Kingsbury calling itself‘Mobile Photographers’. Notice the ex-military‘soft-top’vehicle among those 
behind the fence on the left. 



Above and left: For once, this is not a Bedford, but a BMC Diesel- 
powered Austin LD chassis-cab, with a cattle body on its low- 
height platform, presumably used by Delves to show what could 
be done with a similar small Bedford chassis. The cab looks to be 
in primer, or is that a Less-than-successful attempt at a ‘wood¬ 
grained’finish? 
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Above: This picture, taken by a Watford 
photographer, presumably for ScammeLL, 
shows part of the fleet of Kinloch, the 
North London-based Provision Merchants, 
which supplied the ‘Wavy Line’ chain of 
stores. The Bedford TK tractor unit, 8904 MH 
(Middlesex, early 1961), would have been 
a recent addition to the fleet of tractors to 
pull the Scammell coupling box trailers, 
alongside the company’s earlier Bedford ‘TD’ 
tractors, like 342 PMH and 479 PME,from 
1957-8. 

Left: Another 1961 Bedford TK tractor unit, 
Newcastle-registered 663 RBB, in the fleet 
of Thos Bell & Son Ltd, of Newcastle and 
Daybrook, Nottingham, where its low-height 
van trailer was being Loaded with ‘Be-Ro’ 
flour. 

Right: Moustache-shaped ‘whiskers’ either 
side of the badge show this Bedford TK, on 
Hertfordshire tradeplates, 110 AR was an 
early model. The Left hand drive chassis- 
cab has been fitted with a Lacre runway 
sweeping body and the VauxhaLL Motors 
picture Looks as if it might have been taken 
when the vehicle was being tested. 



transporters, which would have been a 
major market for a lorry dealership based in 
Norwich. There are also some van-bodied 
lorries and fire engines, complete with their 
own catalogue, which we can reproduce in a 
couple of issues'time. 

Some of the pictures had been used in the 
'Bedford Transport Magazine'and others 
were originally taken for Scammell Lorries, 
showing Bedfords with the company's 
trailers. They give us a good idea of what was 
on offer for operators at the time, as well as 
details of the bodywork. 
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Mike Forbes previews the latest issue in the Road Haulage Archive series on Maltese transport in the 1980s. 


W hat did you do on your 

holidays? Tom Caren, Shows 
Manager at the British Motor 
Museum at Gaydon, spent 
some time while in Malta in 
June 1986 and June 1989, taking pictures of the 
vehicles he saw on the roads, which he put into 
a scrapbook over 25 years ago. 

In his introduction he wrote:"These scenes 
are reminiscent of the roads of Britain almost 
twenty years ago and, simply by changing 
the number plates, you could be forgiven for 
imagining a typical British roadside or dockyard 
scene on a hot summer's day in the mid-1960s. 

"The vehicles shown and described in this 
book are indeed a tribute to the British vehicle 
manufacturers concerned, many of which have 
since ceased to exist. I would imagine that in 20 
years'time, many of these vehicles will still be 
earning their keep. 

"A holiday in Malta is strongly recommended, 
not only for the friendliness of the Maltese 
people and the sunshine, but also to observe 
these vehicles at close quarters." 

Tom was on holiday in Malta with his 
wife, Michaela, to whom he dedicated the 
scrapbook, for having to constantly'endure' his 
hobby of lorries and transport. They apparently 
came to an understanding that, each morning, 
while she sun-bathed, he could go to the docks 
in Valetta, to photograph the lorries there, 
returning to spend the rest of the day in the 
usual holiday pursuits. He became quite friendly 
with the lorry drivers, who were pleased to have 
him photograph their vehicles at work. He even 
went for a ride in the cab of a Bedford OWL. 

He gathered many of the resulting pictures in 
his scrapbook with captions, which at the time 


he called'British Road Transport in Malta Today', 
to which we have added more from his files to 
create this publication. 

Malta has long been known to enthusiasts 
for the wonderful, almost timeless nature of 
its vehicle'pare', with many of the commercial 
vehicles in particular dating back many years. 
There has always been a strong British influence 
on the island - driving on the left, for example 

Left: Seen waiting for a Load at the Valletta 
docks is a Bedford OL dropside, still in 
front Line service and Looking extremely 
smart, even after over 30 years on the road. 
The funnels on the bonnet top and mesh 
bonnet sides aid the passage of air to the 
engine, most Likely a replacement Perkins 
diesel. 



ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIIE 


TIMEWARP 

TRANSPORT 

BRITISH ROAD VEHICLES IN MALTA 



14 January 18 


www.roadscene.com 




















Above Left: A wartime Bedford OWL dropside, in the classic Maltese red and green livery seen on many of the classic commercial vehicles, leaves 
the dock gates, carrying a load of drums. This is the lorry in which Tom Caren was taken for a ride. 

Above right: An Austin Cambridge A60 Estate from the early 1960s, still in reasonably good condition after nearly 30 years on the road, most Likely 
by the time it was photographed with a BMC diesel engine once powering a taxi in the UK. 



Above: The Morris half-ton pick-up has always been relatively rare in Britain, but there seemed 
to be an abundance of these rugged hard-working vehicles, which seemed quite at home in 
Malta. 


This way of working has been eroded 
in recent years, most notably with Malta's 
wonderful antique bus fleet being replaced 
with modern vehicles since the island joined 
the European Union. This makes this look back 
to around 30 years ago all the more interesting 
and poignant for us now. Some of the survivors 
from this time are now being preserved, both 



Above: As so often the case with Lorries in 
Malta, not quite what it seems. This tipper, 
with the Later raised style of Ergomatic cab, 
was actually a Leyland Buffalo, originally 
a tractor unit, so there would be plenty of 
power for a 10 ton Load. 


- and many vehicles which came to the island 
with the armed forces from World War II 
onwards have been retained and put to use by 
the local people. 

In addition, Malta has been a keen export 
market for second-hand as well as new British 
vehicles. This might seem surprising, as Italy is 
only a few hundred miles away, and many of its 
lorries were right hand drive until recently. 

Along with other places where there have 
been similar influences, such as Cyprus, the 
Maltese people have become extremely well- 
practised in 'make do and mend', when it comes 
to vehicles, the buses, lorries, vans and cars 
often not being quite what they might at first 
seem, with radical mechanical 'make-overs'- 
with diesel engines, often more modern and 
powerful versions, plus other up-dates, keeping 
what might appear out-moded vehicles fit for 
the tasks they are currently faced with. 



Above: An LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series, rated at 7 tons. From its condition, you would think it 
was no more than a year or two old, but had probably already worked hard every day for all of 
25 years when seen here at the dockside. 
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Left: Avery smart Ergomatic-cabbed AEC 
Mammoth Major 8, seen here after coming 
out of the workshops of SaLvu MeLi & Sons 
Transport. This type of vehicle was popular 
- as seen by the number of pictures in this 
issue of Road Haulage Archive - and this 
particular one dates from the late 1960s, 
with the earlier style of chrome grille, used 
before 1974. It is seen being Loaded with 
drums of fuel oil at the docks - Much of 
Malta’s fuel was imported this way - by the 
transport company’s Coles mobile crane. 


Right: AECs were always popular with 
Maltese Lorry operators. This AEC Marshal 
six-wheeler from the early 1960s with the 
Park Royal cab, registered D-3867, is seen 
carrying a Load of flour from the docks, well- 
roped, but not sheeted - presumably there 
was no danger of the Load getting wet in 
the rain. 



Above: Container transport was beginning to make its mark in Malta in the Late 1980s. Here in splendid condition, Zammit Bros’ early 1970s AEC 
Mandator is seen with two 20 ft ISO containers on a ‘PSK’ - a 40 ft platform trailer fitted with ‘twist-locks’ - although ISO boxes could still often be 
seen roped down onto flats - parked at the docks ready to deliver its Load. 
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Above: This ex-RAF AEC-powered Thornycroft 
Amazon mobile crane from World War II 
was still earning its keep in the Salvu Meli 
Transport fleet, although nearly 50 years 
old in the late 1980s. The replacement AEC 
radiatior had been fitted to match the new 
power unit. The vehicle is seen backing 
out of the Malta Telephone Stores, after 
unloading the AEC Mammoth Major, also 
pictured in the‘bookazine’, which can just 
be seen preceding the crane out of the yard. 
The crane driver was taking the easy way of 
reversing the vehicle, by putting it in gear 
and allowing the slow tick-over to do the 
rest, while he steered from outside the cab. 




Above: This Commer Superpoise-based bus, with locally-built bodywork on a chassis dating 
from the 1940s, still Looked well cared-for when Tom photographed it in the Late 1980s. 
Although contrasting with the Later model cars around it, the vehicle Looks quite at home in 
the Maltese streets. 


Above: The buses in Malta became famous, 
not only among enthusiasts, but with all 
sorts of other people, becoming a tourist 
attraction in themselves, until recent years, 
when EU regulations swept them away. 
There can be Little doubt that this bus was 
powered by an AEC 505 diesel engine, but 
Y 0574, Later re-registered DBY 374, was an 
AEC Mercury chassis with a Barbera body, 
which was still in use up to 2011. 


in Malta and back in the UK, but it's great to 
be able to see them at work, in their colourful 
Maltese liveries. 

We've covered the whole vehicle scene, with 
cars, vans, lorries, buses and even mobile cranes, 
as there were so many of all these vehicles still 
in use on the Maltese roads which, even 30 
years ago, would have been a rare sight in the 
UK, other than at a rally. 
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Above: Robert Green’s LeyLand Terrier, CWH 442 (Bolton, 1947), seen at Wythenshawe Park, Manchester in April 1959. (Tommy Green/FHT) 


aving dealt with AEC Matadors, 
Scammell Pioneers and Albion 
vehicles used by the armed 
forces during World War II and 
subsequently leading second 
lives in the hands of travelling showmen, we 
now turn to Leyland. Whereas the vehicles 
concerned in the first three articles were in 
the main prime movers - either gun-tractors 
or articulated tractors - the majority of 
Leyland vehicles operated by the military 
during the conflict were used as load¬ 
carrying vehicles, and were used in a similar 
capacity by the fairground fraternity in later 
years. 

Right: Peter Wiliiams’ Leyland Retriever, 

JPP 458 (Buckinghamshire, 1947), parked 
behind the scenes at the 1980 Hull Fair. 
This was the Last Retriever to appear on 
the fairgrounds, and was retired soon 
afterwards. (Richard Furniss) 
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Left: Biston’s Retriever, DET 956 (Rotherham, 
1946) photographed at Nottingham Goose 
Fair in the early 1960s. (Ron Lee) 


With the threat of war imminent, the War 
Department demanded that such vehicles 
were made available. Consequently, the 
design staff of the various commercial vehicle 
manufacturers started work, initially on 4x4 
chassis, using existing components as much 
as possible, eventually moving on to the 
higher load carrying capacity of double-drive 
6x4 chassis. 

Almost certainly the most prolific builder 
of such vehicles during the 1939-45 period 
was the Leyland Motor Company, based in 
the Lancashire town that the company was 
named after. Since the 1920s, the majority 
of the models built by Leyland were named 
after animals, and this continued during the 


Probably the least common lorry produced 
by Leyland during World War II was the 3-ton 
class bonneted Lynx WDZ1 in 4x2 chassis 
form, of which some 1500 entered military 
service. It is a possibility that some of these 
may have passed into showland use, but I 
have no knowledge of any, so will disregard 
the Lynx for the purpose of this article. 

Prior to 1939, production of military vehicles 
in this country concentrated on building 
gun tractors, at the expense of load carriers. 

Right: An unidentified Retriever (or is it a 
Terrier?) with a Mollycroft living wagon in 
tow, pulling on to the Goose Fair site during 
the early 1960s. (Ron Lee) 




Above: Tom Jervis’s Leyland Hippo, seen atTamworth Carnival June 1970. (David Springthorpe) 
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at 120 bhp. 

On entering fairground service after the 
war, some showmen replaced this rather 
thirsty petrol engine with Leyland's own 7.4 
litre six cylinder 100 bhp diesel engine, which 
proved both more economical and reliable. 
Apparently the petrol engine was prone 
to back-firing which could result in a split 
silencer! 

A winch was fitted as standard, but this was 
often removed by showmen, as it was a big 
heavy lump in the middle of the chassis. The 
military-style track grip tyres (with singles on 
the double-drive rear bogie) were rated as 
10 ply, and were prone to blow-outs when 

Left: John Murphy’s Hippo, EPT 245G 
(Durham, 1969), used for carrying the waltzer 
platforms, taken on Newcastle Town Moor in 
June 1972. (Barry Brown) 


Right: Ben Shufflebottom’s Hippo,CRA485G 

(Derby, 1968), at Hucknall Wakes in 1971. 

(David Springthorpe) 

war and afterwards. Besides the Lynx already 
mentioned, the three other models built by 
Leyland for the war effort were called the 
Terrier, the Retriever and the Hippo, all in 6x4 
format, although a 6x6 prototype, the 6WL-1 
was produced in the early 1930s, but was not 
developed further. 

The Terrier had been designed for the British 
army during the 1930s, as a 5 ton capacity 
lorry, and was classed as a middleweight, 
falling somewhere between the lighter weight 
Retriever and heavier Hippo. It was originally 
fitted with a six cylinder petrol engine rated 


| Above: David Ling’s Leyland Hippo, SET 265 (Rotherham, 1958), seen on the Wanstead Flats fairground in East London, April 1966. (S W Stevens-Stratten) 
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| Above: Dorman’s LeyLand Hippo, fleet no 1,WAL440G (Nottingham, 1969), parked up at an unidentified location. Dormans also ran sister vehicle, WAL441G. 


the tread became worn. Although useful 
on wet, muddy grounds, these were often 
replaced by 12 ply civilian tyres, especially on 
the front axle. Although not as common as 
the Retriever and Hippo models, a number of 
showmen purchased Terriers in the years after 
the end of the war. 


The original Leyland Retriever, rated as 
a 3-tonner, dated back to the mid-1930s 
and was fitted with a 5.9 litre four cylinder 
petrol engine rated at 73bhp. Like the Terrier, 
transmission to the double-drive rear bogie 
was via a four-speed gearbox, with a reduced 
speed auxiliary gearbox giving a total of eight 


forward speeds and a top speed of around 
20mph. 

The majority of Retrievers, of which there 
was a total of 6,542 built between 1933 and 
1944, replacing the rather heavier Terrier, 
were fitted with open cabs and folding canvas 
roofs, although later ones were supplied 



Above: Little changed from its military days is Harry Holland’s Hippo, RJF 519G (Leicester, 1969), used with the Cakewalk ride. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 



I Above: Robert Green’s Hippo, G/VH 945 (Bolton, 1948), with frame body carrying components of the Caterpillar ride seen during the pull-down of the 1955 
Nottingham Goose Fair. (Tommy Green/FHT) 


with windscreens and cab doors. A number 
of different types of body were fitted to 
Retriever chassis, including breakdown truck, 
crane, wireless van, searchlight, as well as the 
more common general service body. 

I would imagine that the majority of 
Retrievers acquired by showmen after the 
war would have been fitted with general 
service bodies. These would normally have 
been removed and replaced by purpose- 
built bodies to suit their fairground owners' 
particular needs, usually to carry juvenile 
rides, side-stalls and shows. In most cases 
the rather rudimentary cabs as fitted for the 
military were replaced by more enclosed 
coachbuilt structures on entering showland, 
with the rather underpowered petrol engine 
being replaced by a diesel unit. 

The heaviest load-carrying lorries used by 
the British army during World War II were 
rated as 10-tonners.These included the 
Leyland Hippo, originally in Mark 1 form with 
open type cab. This was replaced in 1943 by 
the Mark 2, of which over 1000 were built 
These were originally supplied with an open- 
type cab, but this was quickly replaced by a 
fully-enclosed steel cab, which was the type 
more commonly used by travelling showmen 
after the war. 

Like the Terrier and Retriever models, the 
Hippo was also in 6x4 configuration, but 
with wider section track-grip tyres all round, 
although some showmen retro-fitted dual 
rear wheels and tyres, which limited their 


ability in soft, muddy ground conditions. The 
7.4 litre six cylinder diesel engine fitted to 
the Hippo was rated at 100 bhp and the five- 
speed gearbox, with two speed splitter gave a 
top speed of around 22 mph. 

While some of these Hippos were released 
by the Ministry of Defence soon after the 
end of the war, a good many continued to be 
used by the forces until well into the 1960s, 
as can be seen by the civilian registrations 
carried by some of the later examples used 


in showland. Being of heavier construction 
than the Terriers and Retrievers, many of the 
Hippos were used by showmen for carrying 
components of adult fairground rides. 

In common with most other ex-World War 
II vehicles used by the fairground operators, 
the majority of these Leylands were replaced 
by more modem lorries during the late 1960s 
and 1970s, although a few soldiered on until 
the early 1980s, which surely gives testament 
to their rugged durability. 
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Above: l:This 1935 LV93,soLd to a customer in Dublin, was one of very few exported. 2: AVolvo LV82-83 from 1935. 3: A1939 Volvo LV125, one of the 
company’s best sellers. 4: Id A1938 Volvo LV101. 5: Lunby Fire Station in 1940. 


F or the next 'generation' of 

commercial lorries in the 1930s, the 
engine was moved upwards and 
forwards, to be positioned over the 
front axle, which went some way 
to improving axle load distribution. The old 
fashioned cabs gave way to all-steel cabs, 
with a more pleasing rounded design and, in 


a move very popular with drivers, the fitting 
of a heater became standard. 

There had also been development work on 
the power units and engineer Jonas Hesselman 
had designed a new engine, adapted from the 
existing six cylinder petrol engine. His system 
used a low pressure injector pump, which was 
combined with powerful spark plugs and the 


atomised fuel enabled the engine to run on 
more or less any type of fuel. The Hesselman 
design proved to be a reliable engine, but not 
particularly efficient. In 1935, Volvo also took 
over Penta, which at the time was its main 
engine supplier, a move intended to bring 
future engine development under more direct 
control. 
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Producer gas equipment was used duirng World War II. 



While the company had achieved a good 
reputation on the domestic market, Volvo was 
by no means regarded as a major player in 
the industry. The Swedish market remained 
dominated by the vehicles produced by the 
USA, Britain, Germany and France, and the 
local companies, Volvo and also Scania, would 
be hard pressed to make any inroads on the 
international markets. Overseas influences 
began to filter through and some of the body 
styling of motor cars and lorries produced 
during the late 1930s showed some American 
features. Perhaps this was due in part to some 
of the Volvo engineers having been trained in 
the USA. 

Volvo continued to do what it did best, 
producing light and medium weight 
commercial vehicles with good reliability and 
reasonable performance.The LV76-78 series of 
light lorries was introduced in the mid-1930s 
and these vehicles became to be regarded as 
one of the finest light commercial vehicles that 
the company ever made. They bore a strong 
family resemblance to the Volvo motor cars 
of the time, with the front end with its wide 
bumper almost identical to that on the Volvo 


PV653 and PV658 motor cars. The LV79 was 
added to the series in 1936 and this featured a 
stronger chassis and double rear wheels. 

The next series showed a marked design 
change, as the very successful LV76-79 
range was followed by a new generation of 
vehicles which became referred to as the 
'Sharpnose', thanks to styling of the bonnet 
and front end. Under the'new look'there was 
nothing remarkable, Volvo sticking with the 


reliable 75-86HP side valve petrol engine, 
paired with either a three or four speed 
gearbox, depending on the model. Again, 
the company had produced a workable, 
simple, straightforward rugged design, which 
appealed to its customers in the domestic 
market. 

In 1939, the threat of war in Europe became a 
reality and, although Sweden had declared its 
neutrality, the country's motor industry began 
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A preserved 1944 LV140. 
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the production of military vehicles. Although 
commercial vehicle production continued at 
Volvo, part of the facility was given over to 
the manufacture of military vehicles including 
gun tractors, armoured personnel carriers, 
transports and light tanks, all for home 
defence. Fuel shortages during the war led to 
the development of gas-powered engines, with 
producer gas units being mounted behind 
the cabs or on a forward-mounted trolley, 
but these were only short-term 
developments and were dispensed 
with when hostilities in Europe came 
to an end. 

The range of military vehicles 
was interesting and included the 
M42 Lago light tank, which began 
production in 1943 and was 
equipped with a specially 
designed and extremely 
powerful V8 engine, 
the Volvo A8B, which 
developed 410 hp. The 
first of the military vehicles 
developed by the company 
was the Volvo TVB, a six-wheeled 
all-terrain model, which had drive 
on both rear axles but not on the 
front axle and was produced in 1940 
and 1941. This was followed by the 
TVC, which was Volvo's first all wheel 
drive vehicle, built between 1942 and 1944, 
and remained in service with the Swedish 
Defence forces for many years. During these 
war years the company was able to continue its 
production of commercial vehicles, as well as 
engine research and development. 


1929 to an annual production of over 5000 
by 1939. The company had made its mark on 
the domestic market, both in terms of motor 
car and commercial vehicle production, but 
as far as the wider European and worldwide 
markets were concerned Volvo had no tangible 
presence. A few vehicles had been exported 
to Russia, Norway and Denmark but sales 
elsewhere were few and far between. 

In the post-war period, Volvo turned its eyes 
to the world market and began to seriously 
market its cars and lorries abroad. The 
company established distributor outlets 
in most of the European countries, 
Turkey and the Middle East, as well 
as Africa, South America and Cuba. 
Heavier lorries were now being 
developed and, by 1951, the newly- 
styled, bonneted L395 Titan 
had been brought to the 
market. This was powered 
by a new 150 hp D96AS 
9.6 litre six cylinder, 
direct injection diesel 
engine, while a 
turbocharged version 
of the engine was 
introduced in 1954. 

Engine development had been 
marked by the introduction of the first Volvo 
direct injection diesel engine, the VDC, in 1950, 
the pioneering use of turbocharging with the 
1954 Volvo TD96AS engine and the 1956 V8 
unit, the B36AV. 

The stage was being set for Volvo's'push' 
into the larger arena and it is interesting 
that a crucial factor in the company's future 


When the war started, only ten years had 
passed since the production of the Series 
One lorries had begun and, in that time, the 
company had successfully developed as motor 
manufacturing company. Annual production 
had grown from a few hundred chassis in 


I Above: The Volvo EDA was the first diesel 
engine produced in 1946-47. 
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Above: A1949 Volvo LV293 C2LF, the first heavy duty three axle Volvo lorry. 




Above: The 1949 Volvo K1 synchronised gearbox, used in the L245 truck. 


Above: A1949 Volvo LV293 C2LF lorry. 


success was the importance of the research 
and development department This did not go 
unnoticed by The Commercial Motor, which 
commented in July 1952:"Volvo Sets a Hot 
Pace in Research .... Apart from the equipment 
usually to be found in the research department 
of a big oil company, some of the finest 
apparatus I have yet seen for testing engines 
and chassis components is employed in the A B 
Volvo Works in Sweden. 

"During 1950,4,860 lorries, 873 buses 4,230 
tractors and 8,706 cars were assembled by 
Volvo and I was surprised that a factory with 


such a small output could afford to equip a 
research laboratory on a large scale."That policy 
by the company certainly paid dividends, as its 
expansion during the 1950s and 1960s proved. 
This emphasis and investment on research was 
significant change for the company, which had 
very much been regarded as conservative in its 
outlook, with limited laboratory facilities and a 
natural inclination to continue using tried and 
tested solutions rather to incorporate'novelties' 
into its new designs. This was very much the 
ethos of the founders of the company who did 
not want "the customers to have to act as test 


drivers." 

Volvo used components from a number of 
different suppliers but, in the main, these had 
been originally designed by Volvo technicians, 
although this did not apply to items such as 
brakes, electrical equipment and prop-shafts, 
which were supplied by manufacturers in 
Britain, Germany and America. The reason 
for this was one of simple economics. It was 
cheaper to import these products, as they 
could not be supplied at competitive prices 
by Swedish companies. All the components 
arriving at the Gothenburg factory were 
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Above: 1: A1949 Volvo LV293 CLF involved in an accident. 2:The 1950 Volvo L340. 3: Volvo’s new Spetsbaagen assembly hall was opened in 1953. 
4: The Volvo assembly Line seen in the early 1950s. 5: The Volvo L395 Titan was produced between 1951 and 1959. 


subjected to rigorous testing, before any were 
used in the assembly of a vehicle. 

The need to import components was being 
reduced, with an increasing proportion of 
parts being manufactured within the Volvo 
group of companies, as former sub-contractors, 
making equipment such as engines, 
gearboxes and bodies were taken over, as the 
business expanded. Volvo became the first 
truck manufacturer to introduce the series 
production of steel cabs and, in 1959, the first 
impact tests were carried out, which involved 
a one ton solid pendulum striking the cab to 


test its strength. The cabs were self-supporting 
steel units with a three point suspension system 
which revolutionised the truck market and 
increased on-board safety for drivers. Until the 
mid-1960s, Volvo chassis were also delivered 
without cabs, which allowed customers to 
have comfortable purpose-built cabs fitted by 
independent cab producers. 

Important developments as far as cab design 
was concerned would follow in the early 1960s, 
with the introduction of the L4751 'TIPTOP', the 
first model produced in Europe to feature a tilt- 
cab. This model was primarily intended for local 


and regional distribution work. 

Further innovation had come in 1956, when 
the L420 Snabbe was introduced, the first 
series production truck with a Volvo-designed 
and Volvo-produced forward control cab. This 
was powered by the only V8 engine ever used 
in a Volvo truck, the B36AV a 3.6 litre unit, 
which was also used in the Volvo L430.The 
performance of this engine was considered to 
be very good but the fuel economy was less 
impressive. 

One of the most popular Volvo distribution 
trucks introduced during the 1950s was the 


www.roadscene.com 


January 18 27 









































Above: 1 A1954 Volvo L395 Titan Turbo. 

2: A1953 Volvo L385 Viking being loaded 
for export. 3: A1954 Volvo L375 Starke. 4: A 
1956 Volvo L3851 Viking, fitted with forward 
control cab from an independent supplier. 

5: Cab impact testing was introduced in 1959. 
6: A1959 Volvo L495 Titan. 


L340, which many thought had more than a 
passing resemblance to a Volvo taxi. However, 
it was based on strengthened and proven truck 
components and continued in production 
from 1950 until 1956. Another best-seller for 
Volvo in the mid to late 1950s was the L375 
which became very popular, as it had proved 
to be both rugged and reliable, as well as being 
economic to run. 

The company brought its most powerful 
truck to date to the market in 1959, with the 
launch of the L495 Titan. This model was 
produced between 1959 and 1965 and the 
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| Above: Two 1959 Volvo L495 Titan Lorry and draw-bar trailer combinations jn the Liveries of well-known Swedish transport companies. 
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three axle version was very popular with 
customers for both distribution and long-haul 
working. The Titan was fitted with a five-speed 
all-synchromesh gearbox and the model was 
given hub reduction as an added feature 
in 1963.TheTitan range had been initially 
introduced in 1951 andtheL495 was just the 
latest in a very fine series of powerful lorries. 

In January 1954,The Commercial Motor 
reported on a road test carried out with an 8 
ton Titan under the headline "Sweden Builds 
an Exceptional Vehicle", commenting that: 
"Judged by its build, the new 7-8 ton normal 
control heavy duty chassis well deserves the 
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The 1962 Volvo L4751 ‘TIPTOP’was 
the first tilt cab truck in Europe. 


The 1953 Volvo 
L485 was basically 
a heavy duty Titan 
with a smaller 
engine. 
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Above: 1: The Volvo L375 Starke was a best seller in the Late 1950s. 

2: By 1958, the L375 Starke was exported to various countries. 3: The 
1956 L420 Snabbe featured the first Volvo-designed and Volvo-produced 
forward control cab. 4: The 1954 Volvo TL22 was a successful military 
truck. 5: A1956 L375 Starke Red Cross truck, en route to Hungary. 


name Titan. It has been designed for fast long 
distance haulage, as a solo machine or with a 
trailer, and is equipped for this purpose with a 
9.6 litre oil engine, set to give 150 bhp at 2,200 
rpm." 


The correspondent continued: "Fast driving in 
Sweden, even on main roads, requires a sturdy 



Above: In 1954, the company pioneered the 
use of a turbocharged Lorry engine, the Volvo 
TD96AS. 


chassis and extraordinary springing. The Volvo 
Titan is therefore well-equipped for operation 
in other parts of the world, where, although the 
roads may be poor, the distance between main 
centres demands high average speed." 

In the conclusion it was noted that: "The 
Titan looks impressive and its performance is 
unparalleled in my experience. It is exceptional, 
as a normal control vehicle, in its good weight 
distribution between axles."With the launch 
of the Titan range, Volvo certainly had a truck 
which was not only suitable for domestic use 
but also had the potential as an export model. 

The 1950s was an important decade for Volvo 
and saw the development of new and more 
powerful engines, stronger and more versatile 
chassis, improved cab construction and better 
safety features. By the end of the decade the 
company had increased its export market, 
consolidated its position in the domestic 
market and had introduced new concepts to 
the world of lorry manufacture. Only 30 years 
had passed since the company had presented 
its first commercial vehicle to the market and 



Above: The BV36AV was the only Volvo V8 
engine. 


Volvo was now poised to begin the next phase 
of its development, which would establish the 
company on the world stage. 

The use of images and information from the 
Volvo Archive and The Commercial Motor is 
gratefully acknowledged. 
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Having recently purchased a job lot of archive material, Malcolm Bates found some intriguing publicity booklets from 
the 7 940s, published by the railway companies before nationalisation, together with some rare copies of'The Railway 
Gazette'. To his surprise, there was a considerable number of references to road transport - and advertisements from vehicle 
manufacturers at a time when the future of transport in our country was about to undergo considerable change. 



Above: The ScammeLL Mechanical Horse, 
which was developed into the post-war 
Scarab, was designed with the railway 
companies in mind, emphasised by the 1948 
prototype or demonstrator in this ScammeLL 
photograph being seen in a railwayyard.lt 
had come a long way in the 15 or so years 
since the first examples, Like the earlier one 
seen on the right went into service. 

hroughout the 1930s and, 
indeed, right into the mid-1950s, 
until the decline in traffic on 
the railways became obvious to 
everybody, there were very few 
places in Great Britain that were more than 
30 miles away from a railway station. So it 
doesn't take much time to work out that 
as a result, the Big Four railway companies 
(and British Railways after 1948) were major 
employers of staff, as well as being an 
important market for the manufacturers of 
all sorts of products from 'consumables' like 




soap and toilet rolls to... Well, vehicles, plant 
and other heavy equipment. 

From our present day perspective of 
privatisation, overcrowding, outrageous 
fares and 'franchising', it's easy to see why 
there is such nostalgia for The Old Days'isn't 
it? Prior to 1948, each of the Big Four railway 
companies had a distinct territory, a distinct 


corporate identity and from a transport 
enthusiasts point of view, a distinct'feel'that 
still engendered some kind of loyalty and 
even affection. 

While it would be true to say that there was 
very little real competition between them - 
except for services from London to Scotland, 
or from London to the holiday resorts of 
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Above: The reality behind the public relations push by‘The Big Four? While the railways ran Large fleets of Lorries and vans Like this classic Bedford 
artic operated by the Great Western Railway, there were still almost 10,000 horses at work in 1945 in railway service. Not the Bedford is a pre-war 
example, FLL 382 (London, December, 1938). 


Devon and Cornwall, perhaps - there was 
considerable competition in the context of 
public relations and press coverage. Take 
the'streamlined'express locomotives as an 
example - some favour the Gresley-designed 
LNER Pacifies, while others prefer the look 
of the Stanier-designed locomotives of the 
LMS. Even today, that's a matter of debate. 

When we look at today's deliberately 
fragmented (fragmented to undermine 
any union activity, primarily - remember 
who started 'privatisation'?), it's hard to 
grasp the fact that each railway company 
employed tens of thousands of staff. There 
was considerable contrast, too, in that 
the railway companies not only ran crack 
expresses, but also rural tramways like the 
Wisbech and Upwell, while also running vast 
goods marshalling yards and locomotive and 
carriage repair workshops. 

And here's a shocker for younger readers 
- until privatisation ripped the heart out of 
most of the industries that were targeted 
by Margaret Thatcher's Government after 
1979 - to support this industry, Britain 
once had a manufacturing base that was 
able to design and construct goods trucks, 
passenger carriages and even entire railway 
locomotives. No, not with help from a 
German, Italian, Canadian or Japanese 
'partner', but in-house using British labour. 
Hard to believe from today's perspective isn't 
it? But it was true. And although our railways 
remained dependent on coal as a fuel for 


one SHILLING net 
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The oil pipe lines and their equipment were moved by the railways 


and in the three months after D-Day the East Anglian aerodromes alone used 
100 million gallons of petrol 
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far too long, British-built diesel and electric 
locomotives were exported to many other 
parts of the World, earning much-needed 
foreign currency. 

Here's another shocker for younger readers: 
the Big Four railway companies (and later 
British Railways, until the Beeching Report, 
when it was finally realised that a nationwide 
'parcels and smalls'goods service was no 
longer possible, after many towns lost their 
railway connections), once ran a vast fleet 
of commercial vehicles, which were likewise 
designed and built in Britain, using British 
labour. 

Yep, aside from the odd UK-assembled 
Armstrong Saurer, or four-wheel-steer French 
Latil tractor, everything that the railway 
companies used would have been built in 
Britain and would have been supported by 
a local dealer in just about every provincial 
centre. Today? There is no truly'British' 
commercial vehicle - the only commercial 
vehicles assembled in the UK are a few 
lighter duty DAF trucks in a corner of the 
former Leyland Motors site and, for the time 
being, light vans built on what remains of the 


Vauxhall factory in Luton. 

BEFORE FOOTBALL 

Would it help us understand more about 
the mess we're in today, if we looked at 
some statistics from the past? Here are a few 
taken from a couple of historic little books 
published in 1944 and 1945, by the Big Four 
('Big Five', actually, as it includes the London 
PassengerTransport Board), designed to tell 
the British public what the railways did to 
help win the war - possibly in the hope that 
it would influence public opinion against 
Nationalisation, should a Labour government 
get into power. History shows us that that (a) 
against all odds, a Labour Government did get 
elected in 1945 and that (b) the idea didn't 
work in preventing nationalisation. But they 
are fascinating little books, nonetheless.'British 
Railways in Peace and War' (1944) and 'It Can 
Now Be Revealed - More About British Railways 
in Peace and War' (1945), each cost one 
shilling and, within their pages, they give us an 
insight into the scale of the railway company 
infrastructure, before the whole subject of 
transport became a political football. 



IT CAN NOW 
BE REVEALED' 

more ABOUT BRITISH RAILWAYS 
IN PEACE AND WAR 

PULLV ILLUSTRATED 


°ne shilling NET 
1945 


Right and below: Published a year Later 
in 1945, but also jointly by the GWR, LMS, 
LNER,the Southern Railway and the LPTB, 
the book,‘It Can Now be Revealed’ is full 
of interesting statistics, detailing what the 
railway companies did to help ‘The War 
Effort’. Here in the top picture, we see a 
railway crane Loading Lengths of pipe onto 
an unidentified artic at a rural goods yard 
as part of a scheme to build fuel pipelines 
direct from railway sidings to various RAF 
airfields... While in the Lower picture, what 
Looks Like a Bedford tractor unit with a 
‘Pool’artic tank trailer is being loaded at 
rail sidings for trans-shipment to airfields 
in East Anglia. 


We learn, for example, that the mounting of 
a single RAF'1000 Bomber Raid'required 650 
railway tank wagons of aviation-grade petrol 
- and 362 wagons to carry the bombs. And 
that after'D-Day', the airfields in East Anglia 
alone used "100 Million gallons of fuel"- 
most of which had to be decanted from 
railway sidings into tanker lorries a couple of 
thousand gallons a time for transport to each 
airfield. 

We discover that the Great Western Railway 
was involved in supplying materials for a new 
ordinance factory using railway-owned "Four 
and five ton lorries and Fordson tractors and 
trailers, amounting to 145,000 tons, until a 
direct rail link was constructed to serve the 
site." Hang on, how many lorry journeys is 
that at five tons a time? And here's another 
snippet of information... "Over a three year 
period," we're told, "the cranes in three local 
railway goods yards performed 20,000 
separate lifts". 

A QUESTION OF SCALE 

The scale of the railway companies as 
employers can be gauged by the fact that, 
leaving aside the number of employees who 
had already signed-up for duty in the armed 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


November 6 , 1942 



NOT a rail wagon in the 
Nation's transport system is in 
private control —all are pooled 
for the common effort. That’s only 
one of the useful things achieved to solve 
the vast problem of war transport. But how 
much use is it if the wagons waste precious 
hours standing idle in private bays and sidings? 
It is happening at this very moment in a 
thousand places —a great total of wasted hours. 
Does it happen—is it happening — to the wagons and 
lorries the Nation loans to you? Ten minutes saving 
please from every hour of standstill time. Will you make it? 


WE MUST GET AN 


You krtoa your oven problems Tackh them in your oten way - 

But tackle them Hens. Marty encourage ideas , improvise if needs bt . 
j Here's a aariiisg-off agenda r 
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forces (remember, many railway worker's 
jobs would have been deemed essential to 
the war effort), a further 156,00 volunteers 
joined The Home Guard. This amounted to 
25 battalions made up entirely of railway 
employees! The total workforce employed by 
the railway companies at any one time was 
over 660,000. My point? A significant number 
would have been drivers of road-going 
vehicles rather than steam locomotives. 

WE'RE TALKING A LOT OF 
LORRIES AND VANS HERE 

Aside from repairing and servicing hard- 
worked locomotives, from the late 1930s, the 
railway workshops also contributed to'The 
War Effort', by manufacturing guns, tanks 
and aircraft parts. Later, in preparation for 
D-Day, vast quantities of military equipment 
was transported to various assembly points 
in the South East of England, most of it by 
railway-owned transport. We also discover 


that, on the formation of London Transport 
in 1933, some 6,000 buses, together with 
2,600 trams and trolleybuses were combined 
into one single fleet, which was heralded 
as "The greatest urban transport system in 
the World". And in an age when we're used 
to hearing of the decline of our transport 
infrastructure, with yet more hold-ups and 
ever-increasing fares, contrasting with a 
few irrelevant'big ticket'projects like 'HS2' 
designed to keep the construction industry 
happy, it's interesting to note that back in 
the inter-war years (when there was also 
period of austerity, caused by the Wall Street 
crash), the Big Four between them opened 
50 new passenger stations and 45 new 
goods-handling facilities - most of which 
would have required a fleet of railway-owned 
commercial vehicles to service their needs. 

It wasn't just trains and hotels either - the 
railway companies would have lorries and 
vans to service a combined fleet of 130 
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Left and above: We get an idea of how 
important transport was during the Second 
World War by this full page advertisement 
issued by‘The Ministry of War Transport’ 
in 1942. Here users of wagons - and those 
using Lorries - are encouraged to put 
vehicles ‘back into circulation’ by unloading 
them quickly, without delay - not so easy 
to do when ‘hand-bailing’was the order 
of the day in many factories and Large 
numbers of Labourers had been caLLed-up. 


steamships and before nationalisation 
resulted in their transfer, 76 railway-owned 
docks and wharfs. 

As readers of Vintage Roadscene are 
primarily interested in road transport, let's 
look for some more relevant statistics. How 
about this? At the outbreak of World War II, 
The Big Four railway companies operated 
11,025 motor vehicles, 11,339 trailers, 9,916 
horses and over 25,000 horse-drawn trailers. 
While you try to work out how many drivers, 
'trailer mates'and parcels delivery'van boys', 
together with workshop and maintenance 
staff that lot required to operate, the two 
books also tell us that as a result of the Blitz, 
over a thousand lorries were destroyed, 
together with 600 trailers. Horse-drawn 
trailers were also equally badly hit with over 
1,100 lost. 

It wasn't just the goods'transport'fleet, of 
course. The Big Four also each ran a massive 
stores department - and that also required 
a fleet of vans and vehicles for tasks such 
as transporting laundry to and from the 53 
railway-owned hotels (of which there would 
have been at least one in each major city), as 
well as foodstuffs and all the supplies needed 
to stock railway-owned premises. How big 
an enterprise was that? We know that annual 
purchases by The Big Four (and the LPTB), 
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THE SCAMMEll 

mechanical horse 


was introduced to replace horse traction 
(or certain specialised duties for which 
ordinary motor transport was unsuitable. 
Municipal cleansing departments, Railway 
Companies and all transport operators 
requiring manv short journey* in meal 
areas with varying loads have welcomed 
this svstem. Instant coupling and un¬ 
coupling means that loading and unloading 
can be effected on one trailer while the 
tractor is hauling another, thus ensuring 
a quicker tumround. One Mechanical 
Horse can be used in turn with any 
number of specialised trailers. 


traitor and it now ready to mow* off """ 
loaded trotter for a hng distance run. 

4 WHEEL TRACTOR! 

bedford-scammell 

The Bedford-ScammeU four-wheeled tractor 
was introduced before the war to extend 
the scope of the remarkably successful 
system inaugurated by the Mechanical 
Horse. It is designed to operate with 
the same trailers, and is fitted with the 
same coupling device, but is of the sturdier 
construction requited for longer journeys. 
It is ideally suited for Operating on 

a shuttle system with the Mechanical 
Horse, hauling trailers on cross country 
runs and “handing over" to the 
Mechanical Horse for local delivery. 


Thu MKheniM» He* jt* 

onoaer to y and H now ready to «•«* off "** • 
of barrels far Meal delivery. 


mrJr Olr 
unique 

1jkjs-jsix r= r-rTLit .\=i 


Ministry .. , t ._ 

to ^e Regional Transport Commissioner 

SCAMMELL LORRIES LTD 


WATFORO WEST. HERTS 


V, 



SHAFTS OF 
WISDOM 


tbc Ksilusy* in particular the 
hor»e h** Iwn a most faithful and inexpensive 
help for »hort distune* transport within the 
limit of his .trength, and in confined space* 
where,only hi. four willing feet could find room 10 
manoeuvre. 


The Scammell Mechanical Horse is the ••sincere*! 
form of flatter).” It can do all that a horse can 
do —indeed mote than a horse could l>c asked to 
do. It can manoeuvre like a hor*e (turning circle 
16 ft.) hut is stronger, faster and better suited to 
modern traffic conditions. It is economical like a 


horse, but can cover longer distances. The Motive 
l/nit and Trailer can he coupled or uncoupled in a* 
short a time as it takes to say • CLICK.’ and tax 
is payable ou one motive unit and trailer only, 
regardless of the number of trailers operated. 

The ScammeU Mechanical Horse is releasing 
thousands of willing beasts from bewildering traffic 
conditions which they were never meant to fare. 
British Railways alone use thousands of motive 
units and twice as many trailers fitted with Sca.n- 
mrll Automatic Coupling Gear for shuttle services, 
thereby considerably reducing operating coats. 


SCAMMEll 



SAY YOU SAW IT IN “ THE RAILWAY GAZETTE ” 


SCAMMEll LORRIES LTD., 
WATFORD. HERTS. 

Telephone . Watford 5231 
Telegram*: Twttfton. 

Watford 


SCAMMELL MECHANICAL 
HORSE AND TRAILER it 
uted bp the Leading Railway 
Companies of the World. 
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Above Left: Also from the pages of‘The Railway Gazette’-in 
this instance, from the June 18th edition in 1943, we find 
an advert by ScammeLL Lorries outlining the very thing 
the Ministry of War Transport had been advocating - a 
way of turning Lorries around more quickly. Rather than a 
rigid having to wait to be Loaded or unloaded, the “Unique 
ScammeLL Shuttle System” enables semi-trailers to be Loaded 
while the tractor unit delivers a Load on another trailer. Quite 
whether we can convince ourselves that a petrol-driven 
Bedford tractor unit with ScammeLL coupling, Loaded to at 
Least ten tons, was the ideal tool for a ‘Long Distance Run’ 
is open to debate, but the ScammeLL‘Mechanical Horse’was 
certainly ideal for getting into tight inner-city wharves and 
warehouses and was much faster than the alternative horse 
and cart. Above right: And here to prove the point further, 
we see an earlier ScammeLL Lorries advert in The Railway 
Gazette - this time, surprisingly perhaps, from 1941, when 
Britain’s survival was still very much in the balance. The 
advert copy tells us that the faithful horse had provided 
“inexpensive help for short distance transport,” but that a 
ScammeLL‘Mechanical Horse’was able to do everything a 
Live horse could do and was “more suited to modern traffic 
conditions”. The advert shows an illustration of a horse being 
backed into the shafts of a typical railway cart, contrasting 
with the image of a new‘Mechanical Horse’in the Livery of 
the GWR.This picture was almost certainly taken outside the 
ScammeLL factory, using the allotments fence as a backdrop. 
Right: Great minds think alike? Here we see another advert 
from a well known British commercial vehicle manufacturer 
in the pages of The Railway Gazette - also in 1941. The 
copyline tells us - rather patronisingLy - that...“The Railways 
are having a tough time” and that wartime restrictions and 
the blackout in particular, were making things worse. Surely 
having the Luftwaffe dumping Loads of bombs all over the 
main industrial centres of Britain wasn’t making things any 
easier? Anyway, we’re reassured - Thornycrofts could be 
relied on to “Do Their Bit.” No reference to horses this time, 
but we do get to see a nice newThornycroft tractor unit, FLW 
821, ready for delivery to The Southern Railway. Note that 
Thornycroft still has a corporate headquarters in posh Smith 
Square, London SW1. 


January 2-1, 1941 THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 2 

The lorries 

behind the lines 



The Railways are having a tough time. Traffic 
has increased; restrictions have added to their 
task ; the hours of darkness are a difficult problem. 


Hence, the railway fleets—the lorries behind 
the lines—are sharing a heavier burden led by 
hundreds of Thornycrofts which, as usual, can be 
relied upon to ‘ do their bit ’! 


★ 



mm L THORNYCROFT A CO.. LIMITED. THORNYCROFT HOUSE. SMITH SQUARE, LONDON. S.W.I 
SAY YOU SAW IT IN “THE RAILWAY GAZETTE" 
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STURDY teams such as this are helping 
to change the face of Britain, bringing 
bumper crops in their wake- 

And ‘STURDY 1 fleets are ranging British 
roads, with vital loads, reaping a harvest of 
transport economies for their owners. 


V.. < STURDY’-BRITAINS FINEST 5/6-TONNER 
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Above: An earlier Thornycroft A2 van from the Late 1920s, now 
preserved in its original in GWR Livery by Tom Mansbridge, is here 
to underlines the fact that many railway Lorries were quite Long- 
Lived and would still have been doing its rounds from a country 
station’s goods depot in the 1940s. 

Left: Oh, hang on - here is a Thornycroft advert featuring horses. 
Let’s check out the copyline...“Sturdy Teams helping top change 
the face of Britain...“Sturdy fleets on Britain’s roads, reaping the 
harvest of transport economies for their owners....” Hummm, 
clever Link there, but a bit Laboured. Anyway, we’re told the 
Thornycroft‘Sturdy’is Britain’s finest 5/6 tonner - the hope 
clearly being that the railway companies (or which the GWR and 
Southern, were amongst Thornycroft’s biggest prewar customers), 
would buy Thornycroft Lorries once the war was over - which by 
the end of 1943, at Least seemed possible. 


Right and below: Here we see an article from The Railway Gazette 
‘Road Transport Section’, dated January 24th 1941. It might come as a 
surprise to Learn that what we think of today as trendy‘zero-emissions’ 
electric road vehicles were being discussed at a time when Britain’s 
entire future was at stake. But in his article, Mr. J D Daziel, formally the 
assistant electrical engineer for the London Midland Railway, suggests 
that electric vehicles have much going for them in terms of mechanical 
simplicity and that they are easier to drive on multiple stop-start delivery 
duties than petrol-fuelled vehicles. He also points out that unlike 
supplies of petrol and diesel that were vital for the war effort and had in 
any case to be imported, electric vehicles used home-grown generating 
power from (then) coaL-fired power stations - a sound argument that 
tragically, the trolleybus manufacturers were to Lose during the 1950s. 
The illustrations feature the 25-30 cwt payload Metrovick battery electric 
chassis, which appears to be taken after war was declared, but on closer 
examination suggests the headlamp blackout mask has been added by a 
retouching artist. 

On the second page, we see an illustration of the proposed 2% ton 
payload Tilling Stevens battery electric Lorry with streamlined cab. (was 
one of these ever built and put into service?) Interestingly, the article 
compares both cost of electrics over petrol vans and also horse transport. 




Electric Road Vehicles in Wartime 
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Left: With the war almost won, it’s time for‘The Big Four’ 
railway companies to top-up their public relations push. 
This advert from The Railway Gazette from January 
1945 was aimed at telling the reader that the GWR, LMS, 
LNER and SR all did their bit in ‘The War Effort’ - and 
should be Left alone to carry on once peace is declared. 
Pictures from all four railway companies are included. 
Sadly for them - and Winston Churchill, of course - the 
Labour Party won the 1945 General Election and ‘The 
Big Four’were history. 


Below: This picture of a Dennis Max six-wheeler in Great 
Western Livery dates from 1947 and shows that the Lorry 
companies were still keen to be associated with the 
railways as major customers. 


These also serve. 


The British Railways' road fleets-vita) links in the vast chain of war 
transport-are playing a most Important part in carrying the ever-growing 
war loads. 

Dispersal of industry and service requirements (often at short notice) place 
a considerable strain on these road fleets. 

The maintenance in good condition and repair, in spite of war difficulty 
of U,mlL vehicles. 1.339 trailers. MIS horses and 2 S. 9 I 2 horse-drawn 
vehicles is a major contribution to final victory. 


BRITISH 

GWR INIS 


RAILWAYS 

LNER SR 


Britain's Largest Operators of Road Vehicles 


amounted to over £53 million, at 1940s 
prices. 

A PRIME MARKET FOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

So in the context of the early post-war 
marketplace, what does this all boil down 
to? Look at the number of horses still 
employed to transport parcels and smalls. 
This alone amounts to a massive potential 
market for the manufacturers of commercial 
vehicles - remember, the move away from 
using horse-drawn wagons had actually 
started on the 1930s with the Karrier 'Cob' 
and Scammell 'Mechanical Horse', yet when 
peace was declared in 1945, there were still 
nearly 10,000 horses employed.True, some 
would have been shunting horses, but most 
would be employed at large urban stations 
and goods yards pulling drays or carts with 
canvas tilts, to collect and deliver parcels. 

In short, this was still using yesterday's 
technology. So as soon as motorised road 
traffic started to grow in the post-war 
era, the image of a trusty horse and cart 
holding-up motorised traffic was clearly seen 
as negative PR by the railway companies. 

So more facts and figures were released. 
Facing the threat of nationalisation. 


the LNER published a glossy magazine 
entitled 'Forward - the LNER Development 
Programme', which outlined a massive 
modernisation plan, should the Government 
be prepared to leave them alone. Aside from 
investment in new buildings - including a 
redevelopment of Kings Cross in London 
that, in reality, would take another seventy 
years to achieve! - the replacement of the 
horse-drawn transport fleet with new lorries, 
was seen as a priority. 

GOOD NEWS 

Good news for the British commercial 
vehicle industry then? Particularly as many 
were still struggling to re-jig their factories 
to suit peacetime operations, while being 
pressured to 'Export or Die' by a Government 
that held the key to steel supplies. Since 
the late 1930s, the diesel engine had 
made significant gains and the availability 
of the new post-war'high speed'Perkins 
diesel would provide a lifeline to the lorry 
manufacturers that didn't have the resources 
to develop'own brand'diesel engines. In 
addition to Vulcan, Jensen, Dodge, Proctor 
and many other brands that were keen to 
win post-war orders, there was also a busy 
trade in retro-fitted Perkins diesel engines 


into to existing Bedfords, Commers and 
Dennis chassis, to enable them to return 
better fuel consumption figures and save on 
maintenance costs. 

But with the turmoil of nationalisation 
looming, everything was about to change. 
Historically, each of The Big Four had its 
preferred chassis choices. One might favour 
Austin vans. The other, Morris, or Commer. 
Higher up the weight range, Albions, 
Thornycroft and other'quality'chassis like 
Maudslays tended to do well - in much the 
same way that breweries selected quality 
brands. And at the top? There wasn't really 
much of an argument, was there? It had 
to be a Scammell. In fact, Scammell was in 
a prime position to do well in the railway 
sector - the company had 'The Mechanical 
Horse'(and new postwar'Scarab') three¬ 
wheeled tractor unit to replace the four¬ 
legged version, as well as heavy duty tractor 
units, designed to pull low-loader trailers 
for the heaviest of loads needing trans¬ 
shipment from road to rail. 

So that all sets the scene for the vehicle 
manufacturer's race to win new business 
from the railways from 1945 on. Alas, 
nationalisation was about to change all 
that... 
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THE NORTH 


Mike Forbes has selected a number of pictures from the Hodge 'Stilltime'Collection, showing vehicles engaged 
in the transport of goods to and from those 'Dark Satanic Mills'... 



Above: A classic scene, with a LeyLand Beaver, LTD 246 (Lancashire, 1949-50), with a draw-bar trailer, a classic outfit in the fleet of John Sumner 
of Leigh, delivering a full Load of bales of cotton. The sheets are off the Lorry, the ropes are off the trailer, and the bales are being craned into 
the upper floor of the warehouse. (CHC aaa513) 


A number of towns and cities 
in the North of England 
expanded as a result of 
the industrial revolution 
and the growth of the 
textiles industries, traditionally cotton in 
Lancashire and wool in Yorkshire. These 
staple industries were still thriving in the 
early post-war years. The raw materials 
came in from the docks to the factories, 
were moved about between processes 
by different companies and the resulting 
cloth made up into garments and other 
goods, which were transported to 
customers, wholesalers and retailers. 

Perhaps in this day of fully-finished 
goods being imported, usually from the 
Far East, and the almost universal use 
of covered vehicles, the fact that many 
of the lorries seen here are platform 
vehicles, carrying bales of raw wool or 
cotton, rolls of cloth and reels of yarn, 
roped down underneath tarpaulins at 



Above: One of the main reasons for building the Manchester Docks was cotton. Vehicles 
are seen here loading bales of the stuff from a dockside warehouse. It Looks Like a sunny 
day, so the Coulton vehicle on the right - a MaudsLay or Atkinson, answers on a postcard, 
please - might not be sheeted before it pulls off, while in the queue are a Bedford ‘S’Type 
artic (EAN 790) and Sentinel diesel (LKD 457) of Geo Davies of Liverpool, with glimpses of 
a Commer OX, a Bedford ‘O’ of Joseph Dyson and an AEC Mk III of BRS (LWJ 39) just visible in 
the background. (CHC aav999) 
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Above: Delivering from the docks, a 
Manchester Ship Canal ScammeLL Scarab 
and trailer is seen delivering in what 
is probably Bombay Street in central 
Manchester, now given over to trendy 
apartments, but then a hive of industry. 
On the Left is an Austin K8 ‘Three-way’van 
(NMB 288), while the van being Loaded 
with parcels is a Bedford OL, but what 
is LNA 309, being boarded by a worried- 
looking driver? My guess would be a 
heavily rebuilt and re-bodied Bedford 
MW... (aac502) 


most, will come as a surprise to many 
readers. We are looking at a different age 
here, even if it was only 60 or 70 years 
ago. It would not have been so long since 
horse-drawn carts would have been used 


for the work - and there's little in the way 
of mechanical handling to be seen, apart 
from overhead cranes to lift the bales to 
and from the upper floors of the mills. 


Above: Another back-street view, with the road blocked by Loading vehicles. On the Left is a 
Bedford CAvan, of Nahums Yarns & Fabrics, Manchester, telephone ‘BLA 8131’ (BLackfriars - a 
central district). SNC 298, at a guess, a 1955 Bedford A Type, is acting as a Loading platform, with 
rolls of cloth and a packing case being loaded onto LTF 382, perhaps a 1950 Bedford ‘O’, which has 
a framework over its platform body, to support the sheet protecting the Load. (CHC aaa499) 
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Above: We can’t see a Lot of the vehicle, which is a Karrier Bantam artic - there’s another 
approaching at the other end of the cobbled street, beyond the Fordson E83Wvan and other 
parked vehicles. Notice how the Load of parcels of cloth coming out of‘Fabricaid Ltd, Ouilt 
Section’ is being protected from above as well as below, by being Literally wrapped up in the 
vehicle’s sheets. (CHC aaa501) 


Those buildings which survive will 
be made into trendy'apartments' now 
and the narrow cobbled streets will no 
longer be blocked by lorries delivering 
the cotton or wool to be worked on 
or collecting the finished cloth. By the 
1970s, many of the mills were no longer 
producing textiles and had been put to 
use by mail order companies - at least 
it meant there were jobs, but nothing 
was being made. Now it's all automated 
warehouses on the edge of the urban 
areas near the motorways. Progress, but 
not the sort we really want to see...? 

Let's let the pictures do the talking 
as we take another trip down Memory 
Lane - or should that be Old Cotton Mill 
Passage...? 
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Left: A Bedford OWL, HTD 210 (Lancashire, 1947, of Roadway 
Services Ltd, makes its way along a then new arterial road’, with a 
Load of bales, well roped-down, but not sheeted. (CHC aaa507) 


Right: The driver of the Bedford OL of John 
Bright & Bros Ltd, of Fieldhouse Mills, 
Rochdale, is adopting the classic‘Leaning 
out of the cab’ pose, to back his Load of 
reels of yarn into the unloading bay, next 
to Brights’ Dodge already there, without 
knocking the bloke off the ladder in 
between. (CHC aaa503) 



Above 1: An AEC Matador four-wheeler, JBU 461 (Oldham, 1953), with a draw-bar trailer, with a ‘four-in-line’ rear axle, seen on the same arterial 
road, well-loaded with bales of cloth under those sheets. Anyone recognise the stylised ‘S’ Logo on the door - and what are those children 
playing at so near a main road? (CHC aaa508) 2: A fine old pre-war Leyland Hippo, DT 7910 (Doncaster, 1936), being Loaded with bales in a 
dockside warehouse, by an ‘Iron Fairy’and another crane at the rear. Note the‘office on wheels’on the Left. (CHC aaa512) 3 The KV - or‘KLeer- 
Vue’ cab, designed An ERF 54G, fitted with the KV cab, 342 CTF (Lancashire, 1957), of F Southworth, based in Chorley, Lancashire, is seen being 
loaded by hand with bales of cloth. (CHC aar624) 
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Above: An Atkinson artic in the mixed Southworth fleet, GKA493 (a wartime 
Liverpool registration), taking on a good Load of bales by crane outside. 

(CHCabe376) 


Right: More bales of cloth being Loaded on F Southworth’s Bedford SType artic, 
VTF 965 (Lancs, 1955), inside a warehouse. (CHC abe377) 


Above: Back at Manchester Docks, we see Commer Superpoise, GNE 708 
(Manchester, 1944), of J B Kershaw of ALtricham, being Loaded with bales of raw 
cotton. (CHC aay830) 


i 



How about this? A hand-coloured print of what 
Looks Like a chain-drive pre-World War I Leyland, 
with a good Load of bales of cotton on its way to 
the mills. (CHC AAX637) 
























Above: The Vulcan of haulage contractor, J W Jackson of Nelson turns into a side street on the cobbles. The Load of cloth bales has a sheet 
underneath, but the covering sheet has been blown or rolled back halfway, probably as the Lorry moved between unloading points. (CHC aba005) 


Above: Here we see a Load of what Look Like folded patterned curtains being trans-shipped from a Lift-off container of Huskinson of 
Manchester removals and storage, on Bedford OL, HVM 665 (Manchester, 1947), to Fordson Thames-badged ET6 dropside, MNA 7 (Manchester, 
1951), of Packers & Makers-Up Ltd,‘Expert Export Packers’, of RushoLme, Manchester. Was this a frustrated order being made use of as packing 
material? Note the smart 1940s Jaguar saloon behind. (CHC abaOOl) 
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Right: Moving across the Pennines now, 
here is a Bedford WTL of CW & N Roe, 
haulage contractors of Bradford, taking 
on a huge Load of wool bales. Notice 
the way these are being roped front 
to back, as well as side to side. (CHC 
aasl29) 


Below: An early Commer OX, GKY 279 
(Bradford, 1950), of William Bussey Ltd 
of Bradford, showing the Load platform 
over the cab, fitted to vehicles used 
for the movement of bales of wool in 
this area. It’s parked in front of a nice 
Wolseley. (CHC aasl31) 


Below: An Austin K2 platform Lorry, KGY 
294 (London, 1949), in the early all- 
maroon livery, loaded with wool bales, 
showing how British Railways was 
involved in all sorts of goods transport 
by road in those days. (CHC aasl32) 
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I Above: Two more Commer OX platform Lorries in Bradford, in the Livery of J Ormondroyd & Co, of Nelson Street, Bradford. The signwriting on the 
rave shows the company dealt in:‘Wool, Tops, Noils, Laps, Waste, Hosiery and Clips’ - whatever they all were... (CHC aasl34) 



I Above: A Perkins-powered Dodge, HG 8705 (Burnley, 1946), engaged in wool transport, with a Long platform over the cab, being Loaded with 
bales by crane from overhead. (CHC aasl35) 
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Right: An interesting 
rearview of a 
pre-war Albion 
or Thornycroft, of 
Springfield Mills- 
based CLeckheaton 
Combers, showing a 
ratchet system at the 
rear for tightening 
the fore and aft ropes 
over the Load of bales 
of wool or maybe 
‘shoddy’. (CHCaasl37) 


Left: A fine study of 
Thornycroft Sturdy 
Star, ACP 790 
(Halifax, 1947), of 
Mixenden Mills Ltd, 
Halifax, showing 
the classic style of 
body. (CHC aasl38) 


Below: A Bedford 
OLdropside, GAK 
232 (Bradford, 
1949), of Bradford 
Dyers’Association, 
seen outside the 
premises of Sir 
Jacob Behrens 
& Sons Ltd. 

(CHC aaz998) 
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Last month, Malcolm Wright brought us a selection of pictures from his collection, showing 
some of the body types built by this famous Suffolk coachbuilder. This time, we concentrate on 
vehicles of Brighton, Hove & District, which became part of Southdown nearly 50 years ago. 



I t is now 30 years since the closure of 
Eastern Coachworks factory in Laundry 
Lane, Lowestoft, where nearly all the 
bodies for the Tilling group, nationalised 
in 1948, were built on Bristol chassis. 
ECW as a bus-builder dated back to 1912, 
with United Automobile Services being 
founded at Lowestoft and from 1920 the 
company started coachbuilding at the site. 

By 1931, the East Anglian operations of 
United were transferred to a new company, 
to become known as Eastern Counties 
Omnibus Company, while the coachworks, 
largely constructing bus bodies, became 
Eastern Coach Works Limited (known as 
ECW) in July 1936. 

With a workforce growing to over 600 
people, this became the biggest full-time 
employer in the area. Work here ceased 
during World War II, because of the threat of 
invasion, transferring to the Irthlingborough 
garage of United Counties, but by the time 
of nationalisation production was back up to 
pre-war levels. 

The business then concentrated on 
building bus bodies for Bristol chassis for 
the state-owned bus operators, following 
nationalisation. By 1965, a 25% share was 
transferred to Leyland Motors, which meant 
that ECW could sell to the private sector. By 
1969, the firm was split 50-50 between the 
National Bus Company and British Leyland, 
which lasted until 1982, when BL bought 
out the NBC share-holding. It was only to 
remain open for another five years, closing 
in January 1987, with the premises being 
demolished to make way for a retail park. 

Meanwhile, on 1 st January 1969, Brighton 
Hove & District was absorbed by Southdown 
Motor Services, then an NBC subsidiary, 
in whose predominantly Leyland fleet its 
Bristols were decidedly non-standard. Whilst 
many of the Lodekkas were repainted in 
apple green and cream and later in National 
Bus Company leaf green, the earlier Bristol 
Ks were disposed of with almost indecent 
haste. None received Southdown livery - or 
even the new'Southdown-BH&D'fleetname. 

The Lodekkas also had short lives with 
Southdown, many of the later FLFs being 
involved in the NBC/Scottish Bus Group 
exchanges or sold off to other companies, 
but Bristols, in the form of the VRT and RE, 



Above: This Bristol K5G with ECW bodywork, GHT126, was new to Bristol Tramways in 1941 and 
remained there until 1954 when it joined the Brighton, Hove & District fleet. It was converted to 
C030/26R in 1955 and stayed at Brighton until 1964. 



Above: Originally having a wartime Duple Utility UH30/26R body, this Bristol K5G, HGC 247, was 
put into service with London Passenger Transport Board in December 1945. It passed to BH&D by 
November 1952, having been re-bodied by ECW, H32/28R to a Later style. 

and ECW bodies on various chassis were vehicles in the Brighton bus fleet tell a large 

to take an increasing role in Southdown part of the post-war ECW story, almost up to 

operations well into the 1980s. So the its sad demise. 
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Above: This Bristol K5G with ECW H30/26R body, EAP9, was Loaned 
when new to London Transport between 1948-50, before delivery to its 
permanent Brighton home. 



Above: This Bristol KSW6G with ECW H32/28R 8 ft wide bodywork, 

GPN 991 was new to BH&D in 1953. It was sold to Walkers Coaches of 
Hexthorpe via Norths (dealer) of Sherburn in early 1969, and worked for 
this company until 1973. (Surfleet Transport Photographs) 



Above: This Bristol was a KS6G with ECW 7ft 6 ins wide H34/28R 
bodywork, MPM 500, was new to BH&D in 1957, as detailed in GLyn 
Kramer-Johnson’s recent article on the type. It served in Brighton until 
1971, passing on to Cowley (dealer) of Salford. (Surfleet Transport 
Photographs) 



Above: By 1961, BH&D had changed to front entrances. UAP 30 
was a Bristol FSF6B Lodekka with ECW H34/26F bodywork. Like 
the rest of the fleet it passed to Southdown in 1969. Some Like 
this passed to Hants & Dorset Motor Services, but this one stayed, 
until scrapped by February 1977. (Surfleet Transport Photographs) 


m mm m 



I Above: RPN 10 was a 1960 Bristol FS6B with ECW C033/27R bodywork, which was passed to Southdown in this cream Livery. By 1990, it had been 
exported and re-registered XWV588A by Londag of Basserdorf in Switzerland. (Surfleet Transport Photographs) 
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Above: KPM 88E was a Bristol FLF6G, dating from 1967, carrying ECW 
H38/32F bodywork.lt was withdrawn by Southdown by 1973 and re-sold 
to Scottish Omnibuses of Edinburgh, eventually being scrapped in 1982. 



Above: Moving the other way, LFS 282F was new to Scottish Omnibuses 
Ltd of Edinburgh in 1968. It was received by Southdown in 1973 as part 
of the exchange for ex-Brighton FLFs. It was withdrawn in October 1980, 
becoming a driver-trainer for almost six more years. It had ECW H47/36F 
bodywork. 



Above: OCD 767G was a 1969 Bristol VRT/SL6G with ECW H39/31F 
bodywork, new to Southdown, but painted into the Livery of BH&D, by 
which it had been ordered. Another from this batch has been preserved. 



SCO 503H ■ 


Above: SCD 503H was new in 1970 to the Southdown fleet. It was a 
Bristol VRT/SL6G with ECW H39/31F bodywork. It was sold to Crosville in 
1981 and scrapped by November 1990. 



J|L 1 





Above: PPM 205G was a 1968 Bristol RESL6G with ECW B35D single-deck 
bodywork. It went ito sevice with BH&D and passed to Southdown.This 
one was scrapped by 1982, but two sister vehicles have been preserved. 



Above: This Bristol RELL6L, UCD 602J was a 1971 model with ECW B50F 
bodywork. It was part of an order for ten vehicles for Southdown, 
but only three were delivered, the remainder going to Thames Valley 
Traction Co. It served until 1989, going to Terrill & Bacon at Brighton for 
preservation. Unfortunately it was then passed through Wealden of Five 
Oak Green (dealer) to Seabrook of Hythe, then Morgan (Bygone Buses) of 
Biddenden and Horsham Coaches (Moon), Lasting until 1992 when it was 
finally scrapped by Wigley of Carlton. 
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Right: XAP 638S was 
a Later delivery to 
Southdown in July 
1978, a Bristol VRT/ 
SL3/6LXB with ECW 
H43/31F bodywork. 
It passed to Brighton 
Hove & District in 
1986, serving until 
August 1999. It 
was then sold to 
Sussex Coaches of 
Billingshurst and re¬ 
sold for preservation 
by 2012 with the 
Dark Star Brewery at 
AmberLey. 
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Left: Not all ECW bodies went onto 
Bristols.XUF 390K in the Southdown 
fleet was a 1972 Daimler FLeetline 
CRL6 with ECW H43/31F bodywork. 

Below Left: PUF 587R was new to 
Southdown in December 1976. It 
was transferred to Brighton Hove 
& District in 1986. It was bought 
by Tile Hill College of Coventry 
in April 1990 for engineering 
students to use and was 
eventually scrapped. 

Below right: UWV615S was a VRT/ 
SL3/6LXB with ECW C043/31F 
bodywork new in January 1978. 

It passed to Brighton Hove & 
District some eight years Later and 
was then re-sold to Hedingham 
Omnibuses in 1999 and yet 
again to Carter of Colchester by 
March 2002. It became part of 
the Southdown Historic Vehicle 
Groups concern in 2003 and then 
Village Coaches of Finton by 2000 
and fully into full preservation 
with Simon Holman of Worthing 
by January 2012. 
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_ MODEL _ 

RoadscenE 



Mike Forbes looks at the latest news and model releases. 


he big news on the model front 
is that Hornby Hobbies has a new 
'CEO' - what we used to call a 
'Managing Director'- and it's none 
other than Lyndon Davies, who 
has made Oxford Diecast the success it is. He 
remains Chairman of the Oxford company, 
while his daughter Eloise takes over running 
the business - but if we know Lyndon, or'Taff' 
as he's known to many, he will still have an 
influence in the business, so this range is likely 
to remain at the forefront, as far as the sort 
of model vehicles which will appeal to us are 
concerned. 

The models to come from Corgi in the near 






future will have been decided by the outgoing 
management at Hornby, so we can expect no 
surprises, just a few more of the rather lack¬ 
lustre re-colours in a reduced range - apart 
from the aircraft - we have been seeing lately, 
but the future for Corgi, as well as Hornby, 
Scalextric and Airfix, certainly looks brighter 
with Lyndon in charge. 

With regard to Oxford Diecast, the new and 
innovative models continue to appear in the 
various ranges and scales. Along with a number 
of modern lorries in 1 /76 scale, like the amazing 
Scania car transporter in Stobart and Woodside 
liveries, the latest classic commercials on the 
way include the Tesco Leyland Beaver artic box 
van, an Atkinson eight-wheeled cattle truck in 
J Haydon & Sons livery and a Wynns Diamond 
T ballast tractor. The military version will soon 
have a Sherman tank to carry. The Commer 
'Walk-Tru'van is due in various liveries, along 
with Morris J4 and Sherpa vans, more versions 
of the military Bedford OYD and QL and Range 
Rover fire engines. 

When it comes to 1/76 scale 'PSVs', recent 
and forthcoming models include the Beadle 
Integral in Maidstone & District and East 
Yorkshire liveries, the Bristol MW coach 
in Eastern Counties NBC white, and the 
LeylandTiger'Saro'single-decker in M&D and 
Ribble colours, also to come on the Plaxton 
Panorama, not to mention the Leyland Titan 
PD2/12 double-decker in Samuel Ledgard 
and Edinburgh liveries. There are new versions 
of several of the 1/76 scale cars, as well as a 
number of JCB excavators and loaders, both 
older and modern types. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 




are in new-style packaging, under the name 
'BTM'- Bus &Truck Models, which is likely to be 
applied to all new models in this range. 

Bachmann has continued to release the 
models planned for 2017 in the Exclusive First 
Editions range, since taking over the company. 
There have been no new castings so far, but 
perhaps 2018 will see something all-new? 

With the changes at Hornby/Corgi, we might 
see some new releases to gladden the hearts 
of transport enthusiasts who like models of 
classic vehicles, but meanwhile, Oxford Diecast 
remains the main source of interesting new 
additions to the range available. 


A number of Aston Martin, Jaguar and Rolls- 
Royce models, including the 25/30Thrupp & 
Maberley saloon, are new and on the way in 
the 1 /43 scale car range, plus the Jowett Jupiter 
and a nice little 1930s Austin Ruby, alongside 
the earlier Seven saloon. In this larger scale, 
the Austin Three-way van is due in Civil Service 
Stores livery, the Ford 400E van in Lotus 
colours, plus more versions of the evergreen 
Land Rover Series II and III hardtops. 

For those who prefer tiny models, new in the 
1/148 or'N'scale range is a lovely model of the 
Burlingham Seagull coach in Wallace Arnold 
livery, plus the Commer'PB'in London Fire 
Brigade and Royal Mail liveries. New models 
continue to appear in the Oxford aircraft range, 
1/87 scale American cars and new colours 
on the 1/18 scale Heinkel'Bubble Car'and 
Messerschmitt KR200. 

A 1/43 scale Weymann Fanfare coach in South 
Wales livery has been announced for later in 
2018 to celebrate Oxford's 25th Anniversary. 
Who knows, this could lead to more larger scale 
models, including some classic lorries - we can 
only hope... 

The other range which has been producing 
models of classic commercials is B-T Models. 
The latest releases are new versions of the 
Bristol Lodekka LD double-decker and MW 
single-decker in South Vectis livery. These 
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The HaLL & Co gravel plant model 
was seen at the Gaydon Classic 
Commercials Show in the summer. 
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Hall and Co in Miniature 



The ready-mixed concrete plant and its vehicles uses a combination of kits and scratch-built 
parts to good effect. 


David Vaughan has created 
dioramas, showing his 
models of Hall & Co vehicles 
against a realistic setting. 

s a child, I was fascinated by 
the Hall and Co sand and 
gravel plant, situated on a vast 
expanse of beach to the east 
of Eastbourne, known as 'The Crumbles'. 
The noise of the gravel going through the 
grading drums and washers, the dragline 
excavator and the little trains that took the 
ballast from the pits to the plant were all 
interesting but, to me, it was the big red 
tipper lorries that grabbed my attention. 

The firm also had a builders'merchants 
yard and part of the local railway coal 
yard as part of its operations. The plant 
and depots have now all gone, and 'The 
Crumbles' has now become part of the 
Eastbourne harbour and marina complex. 

My interest in transport grew from 
these early beginnings and the fact than 
my dad worked on the local corporation 
buses. In the early 1960s, some friends 
and I purchased, straight out of service, an 
ex-Eastbourne Corporation Leyland Lion 
single-decker dating from 1939.1 went on 
to help form two local transport interest 
groups and was a founder member of 
a large local rally that is now in its 42nd 
year. With my son, I currently own a 1959 


AEC Mandator Mk 3 tractor unit that once 
belonged to a local firm of civil engineers 
and builders, and I am a volunteer for a 
trust that owns, among other things, three 
classic buses, several steam road vehicles 
and a narrow gauge railway. 

I have, for many years, made models of 
road vehicles, starting as many people 
did, by painting and converting Dinky and 
Corgi Toys. Now, with so much to choose 


from, both as kits and ready-made models, I 
enjoy making displays, sometimes referred 
to as dioramas, incorporating the model 
lorries I have made. I make much use of the 
great range of resin kits by Road Transport 
Images (RTI), although I do scratch-build 
some of the bodywork. 

I have enjoyed reading the series on Hall 
and Co by Phil Reed and I thought readers 
would like to see some of the displays 
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Where the model meets the rqal thing 



I have made incorporating Hall and Co 
lorries.These are all made to 1/72 (4mm = 
Ifoot) scale and feature various aspects of 
the company's activities. 

Starting with the gravel plant. This uses 
as a basis a Kibri kit for a gravel or stone 
silo I have had on my shelf for many years. 

I have set it against a background of a 
sea-going dredger. Note that the corners 
of the back-scene are curved, which I think 
looks better than a sharp right angle. I have 
set the model on a 5mm thick foam-board 
base, which means that models can be 
planted in it rather than sat on it, and I can 
gouge out small areas filled with water, 
as was always the case around these sand 
and gravel plants. I always try to use real 
materials for the ground cover although, 
these days, there are lots of good scatter 
materials on the market. 

Weathering the models is also an 
important part of my displays. I use a 
variety of techniques, including dry- 
brushing and commercial weathering 
powders, as well as pastel crayons. 

Pictures, such as those to be found 
in this publication, and visiting and 
photographing actual locations, are vital 
for that authentic look, although the 'H & S' 
brigade make site visits almost impossible 
these days. 

The ready-mix concrete plant uses a set of 
models from Bachmann Scale Scenes with 
added scratch-built details. The Guy Warrior 
tipper features an RTI cab and chassis, but 
the body is scratch-built in brass, which I 


The coalyard model is full of atmosphere. 

bent round a wooden former. The Foden 
S21 mixer has a modified Kibri kit mixer 
drum. I would like to make more mixer 
models based on the Commer and Guy 
chassis that Hall and Co used, but getting 
the drum and mixer equipment right will 
require a deal of thought, as they will have 
to be scratch-built. 

For the coal yard, I scratch-built the 
staithes using 00 scale wooden rail 
sleepers. The yard office is from the Harburn 
Hobbies range. The coal is real and the 
ground cover is from the soot and coal 
dust to be found when cleaning out steam 
engine smoke boxes! The coal lorry is a 
Bedford OW series and the van is a Bedford 
PC car-derived van, both from the RTI range. 

The builder's yard forms part of a larger 
model railway layout and uses a variety 


of bits and bobs such as window frames 
and guttering found in my buildings 
scrap box and various loads intended for 
model railway wagons. I also made some 
drainpipes and bricks from air-dry clay. 

The office and stores building and the 
yard fencing were scratch-built using strip- 
wood from a model shop, normally used 
for model boats. The lorry is of course a 
Bedford O Series. 

I am grateful for pictures acquired from 
Hall and Co fans, like Alan Biggs and Adrian 
Cypher, and to ex-Halls employees I have 
met at the Gaydon Motor Museum model 
and lorry show, also from a little book I 
found on eBay, entitled 'A Century and a 
Quarter', a history of Hall and Co from 1824 
until 1951 by C G Dobson, mentioned last 
month by Alan Biggs. 



The builders’ merchants yard forms part of a model railway. I 
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I Above: Oueen Elizabeth and Prince Philip arrive at an official engagement in the 1986 Royal Rolls-Royce Phantom VI. An expensive collector’s 
model? No it’s basically a Dinky toy from the mid-1970s. 


FIT FOR A QUEEN? 

Graham Dungworth tells us about a model he's restored as Her Majesty the Queen's car. 
Our tribute to the Royal Couple's Platinum Wedding Anniversary. 


Y ou've really got to admire their 
skill, their patience and the 
sheer determination to see a 
job through to completion. 

I'm referring, of course, to the 
classic vehicle restorers, whose creations 
grace the Rally Scene pages of Vintage 
Roadscene. I wonder if the following 
scenario might sound familiar to some of 
them. 

There it was, quietly rusting away in a 
farm building or in a forgotten corner of a 
scrapyard, the vehicle you had dreamt of 
restoring one day. On closer examination, you 
decided that it was probably too far gone and 
you walked away disappointed. However, the 
thought of it nagged away at you; after all, 
where would you find another one? Surely it 
couldn’t do any harm to have another look. 
Finally money changed hands and you began 


to realise just what a task you had taken on. A 
classic case of the heart ruling the head. Well 
it doesn’t only happen with full-size vehicles, 
as I’m about to explain. 

Passing a stall on Accrington flea market, 

I spotted a Dinky Toys No152 Rolls-Royce 
Phantom V and picked it up with a view to 
restoring it. The fact that it had been repainted 
and that there was precious little of the new 
paint left didn’t matter, as I would have to strip 
it back to bare metal anyway. But the absence 
of headlamps and back bumper, the big chunk 
broken off the nearside front bumper and the 
missing Spirit of Ecstasy mascot from atop the 
radiator grille, which had probably snapped 
off long ago, made me put it down again. I 
decided that it was too far gone to restore, 
and anyway the stallholder wanted eight quid 
for it! 

Let’s cut a long story short, I visited the 


same flea market a couple of weeks later 
and it was still there, hardly surprising really. 
Another month went by and it still hadn’t found 
a buyer, time to do a deal maybe? I came 
home the proud owner of a Rolls-Royce and 
I’d even got a couple of quid knocked off. 

Now let me take you on a trip into the 
wonderful and mysterious world that is 
the Dinky Toys numbering system. As I 
mentioned, ‘my’ Rolls is numbered 152, this 
number was previously allocated to the Dinky 
Austin A40 Devon, between 1954 and 1960. 
The number was then re-allocated to the 
Rolls-Royce Phantom V introduced in 1965 
and withdrawn in 1976. Now pay attention, no 
dozing off at the back there! The toy I bought 
has four opening doors the rear ones being 
‘suicide’ style - an opening boot and a two- 
piece opening bonnet. 

But just to confuse the issue, Dinky re- 
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Where the model meets the real thing 


released the Phantom V in 1977, presumably 
with the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in mind, and 
gave it the catalogue number 124. The casting 
on the re-released version had been modified 
and it only had opening front doors and boot, 
the rear doors and bonnet didn’t open. You’d 
think that it would be silver to mark the Jubilee 
but no, it was metallic mid-blue and the cast 
base still carried the number 152! Thankfully 
it only lasted a couple of years and was 
withdrawn in 1979. 

Thinking about the Silver Jubilee gave me 
an idea; why not turn the load of rubbish 
I’d just bought into a model of the Royal 
Rolls? The Royal car is a Phantom VI, of 
course, but externally the Mulliner Park Ward 
body is identical to the Phantom V, the only 
differences between the real Phantoms V and 
VI being a re-styled dashboard and the fitting 
of the engine from the Silver Spirit, a 6.75 litre 
V8. 

The Royal fleet includes two Phantom VI 
cars, the Silver Jubilee car presented to the 
Queen in 1977 and a more conventional 1986 
model, and it’s the later car that I chose to 
model. Of course, with the arrival of the two 
Bentley State Limousines in 2012, the Rolls- 
Royces are not seen as often these days, 
although the 1977 car with the raised roofline 
was used at the Royal Wedding of Prince 
William and Kate Middleton. 

Getting back to the model, after painting 
it in Royal maroon with a black roof, the 
headlamps I needed were supplied courtesy 
of a brooch that my wife didn’t need any 
more. I replaced the missing back bumper 
with one from a 1/32 scale Airfix Triumph TR4 
(first rule of modelling, never throw anything 
away!) I also used one end of the Triumph’s 
front bumper to replace the missing chunk on 



Above: It’s getting there. Stripped and re¬ 
painted but with the doors, bonnet panels, 
windows, grille, bumpers and boot still to be 
fitted. At least it now has headlamps again. 

Right: I always detail the interior of my 
models but unfortunately it rarely shows up 
on photographs so I’ve Left off both nearside 
doors in this picture in order to show off 
the acres of burr walnut and Connelly hide. 
The chrome trim beneath the windows and 
along the door sills stiLL needs detailing. 



I Above: The Dinky RoLLs-Royce photographed on the day I bought it. No headlamps, no back 
bumper, no Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, hardly any paint, damaged front bumper, ill-fitting doors. I 
must have had brain fade! 


the Rolls. In the words of the late, great Eric 
Morecambe; “You can’t see the join.” So far - 
so good, but what about the missing radiator 
mascot? 

After a great deal of thought (well about 
ten minutes actually) I used the tip of a boot 
from an Airfix 1/72 scale aircraft pilot which I 
glued on upside down (the boot, not the pilot) 
and added a couple of thin cardboard wings. 
Obvious really, when your mind works in the 
same way as mine. Incidentally, did you know 
that when a Rolls-Royce was carrying the 
Queen, the Spirit of Ecstasy, or ‘flying lady’ 
radiator mascot was always replaced by a 


solid silver model of St George slaying the 
dragon? No? Well you do now! 

After putting everything back together, my 
trusty ‘bits box’ came up with a mount for the 
Royal coat of arms, which I fitted above the 
windscreen, the sorry-looking Dinky Toy that I 
bought was beginning to look a lot more like a 
model of the Royal Rolls. 

Now, before anyone puts pen to paper, or 
fingers to keyboard, I know that there are 
some glaring errors. For example the real 
car has rectangular auxiliary lamps mounted 
on the front bumper, not round ones. It also 
carries AA and RAC badges on the bumper (I 
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wonder if Her Majesty is afraid it might break 
down). The wheel covers are wrong and, 
most obvious of all, the real car doesn’t have 
a rear number plate housing on the boot lid - 
the Royal cars don’t have number plates, of 
course. The reason for all these ‘mistakes’ is 
that I wanted to keep the Dinky Rolls-Royce 
as original as possible. 

I then set about making suitable scenes to 
photograph the model against. Believe it or 
not, a set of unpainted figures that I bought a 
few years ago included figures of the Queen 
and Prince Philip, I detailed them both by 
looking at photos of the ‘prototypes’ on the 
internet and the result can be seen in my first 
picture (second rule of modelling, never throw 
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh 
away). 

I have nothing but admiration for the 
dedicated enthusiasts who tackle full-size 
restorations, I know how many hours I put into 
restoring this Dinky toy. Me? I’ll stick to 1 /43rd 
scale vehicles, thank you very much! 



I Above: The Rolls now has a back bumper from an AirfixTriumph TR4.The Triumph is 1/32 scale, 
the Rolls-Royce is 1/43, but the bumper fits perfectly, with hardly any modification which just 
goes to show what a huge beast the Rolls really is. 



58 January 18 


www.roadscene.com 

























We're still making our way through the many reports and pictures of vehicles at 2017 rallies from our correspondents. 
Here are some sunny memories from August to help to forget those winter chills. 



& Country Extravaganza. This has become a major event, organised by The Stroud Vintage Transport 
and Engine Club, held at South Cerney Airfield on 4-6th August 20 7 7, and attracts a large number of 
commercials, as well as steam, tractors, buses, cars and more for the many visitors to enjoy. 





l:This 1953 ERF 54G platform Lorry, in the Livery of GLyn Morris of Ross-on-Wye, was also 
seen at the Much MarcLe rally. (JK) 2: An immaculate Gardner 5LW diesel engine, displayed 
on the back of a vehicle at South Cerney. (MR) 3: Another vehicle sometimes fitted with a 
Gardner is the LatiLTrauLier. With four wheel driver as well as steering, this made an ideal 
timber tractor, Like CDG 703 of D Brown of Woodchester, near Stroud. (MR) 4: Conservation, 
rather than restoration, is shown by this 1921 Ford Model T One Ton Truck AF 3937, seen next 
to a Later Ford, Thames Trader, OFF 886, which also Looks as if it could have come straight 
from work. (MR) 5: Austin K4 turntable Ladder, GXN 205, from 1943, restored in National fire 
Service red Livery, seen with 1937 Leyland Cub FK6 Fire Engine, DHA 555, in Cape Hill Brewery 
Livery. (MR) 6: This beautifully restored 1967 Bedford TK platform Lorry, VPP 783E, is the Latest 
Lorry to join the R C Jeffery & Sons preserved fleet. (BF) 7: This 1960 AEC Mercury, ORS 562, 
preserved in showman’s van guise, was one of a number of vehicles parked with Living vans 
at the rally. (JK) 8: Bought for preservation in 1998, but returned to haulage to Italy with 
a Volvo engine and gearbox, this 1983-4 Bedford TL tractor unit,A176 JPV, is once again a 
restoration in progress. (BF) 
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Roy Dodsworth and Keith Baldwin report from the 49th Trans 
Pennine Run on 6th August. The Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society's annual run took place as usual, between Birch Services 
on the M62 to The Stray at Harrogate, across the North of 
England, with at least 140 vehicles taking part. Like policemen, 
a lot of them seem to be getting younger every year... 





1: Restored to its original Livery, Northern Ireland Trailers Ltd of Belfast, 7494 JI, a 1963 Atkinson Mk I tractor unit and tandem trailer, now with 
a sheeted ‘Load’, is seen at the start. (RD) 2: This 1955 Albion Claymore FT27AL dropside, PYG 569, in the Livery of J & L Dykes of Keighley, has 
taken part in several Trans-Pennine runs. (RD) 3: Something of a rarity these days, especially in such good condition, C469 ARV is a 1985 Ford 
P100L pick-up, one of the smaller vehicles on the run. (RD) 4: Keith Baldwin photographed vehicles as they passed on the run. Here is another 
1985 vehicle, which is actually still working, ERF C Series 6x4 tractor unit, C 717 FOD, with its tanker trailer, of J Barrett of Oldham. (KB) 5: A nice 
Little coach, 1959 PLaxton-bodied Commer ‘BF’, PFR 727, originally in the Abbots of Blackpool fleet, restored by the present owner of the Last 
20 years. 6: A1977 Cummins-powered Foden S83 tractor unit with sleeper cab, YBT 247R, restored in the Livery of Ward Brothers, of Sherburn, 
Yorkshire (KB) 7: Looking straight out of the dealer’s showroom, H765 SHH (Carlisle, 1991) is a DAF 2700 eight-wheeled bulk tipper - already 
only a memory for most transport people. (RD) 
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8: Seen parked on The Stray at Harrogate, a LeyLand Lynx, built just pre-war and registered in Devon in 1946, JTT 279, in the Livery of J D 
Longthornes & Sons of Hebden, Skipton, next to the same owner’s 1982 DAF 2100, EBM 48Y, showing how vehicles had developed. (RD) 

9: On the other side of the DAF, Longthorne’s 1920s-modernised LeyLand RAF Type, UV 8812, forms another contrast. (RD) 10: In the glorious 
colours of the Halifax Corporation fleet, the style of bodywork on 1973 LeyLand Leopard, UJX 920M, makes the vehicle appear older. (RD) 

11: GLyn Swain’s 1959 Livestock-bodied TS3-powered Commer OX, 149 EV, might not have taken part in the London to Brighton run, but it 
was part of the Trans-Pennine event. (RD) 12: In the Livery of Clifford Tubb of Bradford, JDJ 578K (St Helens, 1971) is a Gardner 180-powered 
Atkinson Defender tipper. (RD) 13: AEC-powered Seddon 16/4/470, FRC 805C of 1965, originally a BRS vehicle, is now in the preserved fleet of 
Richard GiLLam, of SiLsdon Moor, Yorkshire. (RD) 14: A classic Chevrolet cab-over’shows off its trans-Atlantic styling as it makes its way onto The 
Stray,with a McCormick Farmall tractor on a low-loader trailer. (RD) 15: 22 Wearing the Livery of the LegendaryWJ King,‘Ouarry Proprietor’ 
of Bishops Lydeard, Somerset, from whose fleet many steam and a few dieseL-powered vehicles entered preservation, is YD 7012, a 1933 
Sentinel DG6 six-wheeled three-way tipper, on solid tyres. (RD) 
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Van a nd Picklu p Show 

Len Jefferies and Chris Andrews went to the Van and Pick-up 
Show at the British Motor Museum at Gaydon on 5-6th August. 
There was a good turn-out of classic light commercials of all 
types and ages. Perhaps the good weather brought out more 
than in past years, but there was certainly a good selection for 
enthusiasts to enjoy. 




1: Big brother to the Morris Minor, this‘MO’Oxford type V 2 -ton pick-up, LVJ 45 (Herefordshire, 1954) is a great rarity these days and a welcome 
sight at the show. (U) 2: A much earlier Morris-Commercial %-ton van, representing the pre-war style, with its upright stance and wire wheels. 
(U) 3: Shining in the sunshine was this Trojan 15 cwt van, RRB 190 (Derbyshire, 1952), originally owned by a dress shop and now beautifully 
restored. (U) 4: No doubt imported from ‘down under’, where such ‘Utes’were popular, this Ford Consul Mkll is unusual in this country. Parked 
next to another, it is doubly unusual. (U) 5: This 1957 Morris Minor van, UXH 143, in the process of restoration to its original condition, was 
part of the display of the Post Office Vehicle Club. (U) 6: This Standard Vanguard Phase II van, restored in the Livery of Kieft Racing Cars, was 
displayed with an example of these diminutive single-seaters on a trailer, just as it would have travelled to a race track in the 1950s. (U) 

7: This part-restored Standard Atlas 12-15 cwt van was another of several Standard cars, vans and pick-ups displayed together at the show. 

An AtLas-based motor caravan is just seen at its side. (U) 
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8: The history of the early post-war Ford Light van, with a Thames 300E 7 cwt, XRT 773 (East Suffolk, 1958), parked between a Later 307E van 
and an earlier E494C (although this one was actually a ‘hot-rod’ conversion. (U) 9: Transits everywhere, with a 1983 Mk II in great original 
condition centre stage. (U) 10: Lots of interest being shown in a Late model Bedford CF2 chassis-cab, C562 AFD, converted to a ‘mini-artic’ 
tractor unit - great for carrying an older classic, unsuitable for today’s traffic conditions. (U) 11: As a change from an American pick-up, how 
about a 1960s Dodge van? Here’s a very nice example. (CA) 12: There were some custom vans at the show, Like this Ford 400E, which was 
‘breathed-on’ many years ago and still Looks good. (CA) 13: The Ford 400E was also built as a 15 cwt chassis-cab for dropside bodywork, Like 
GEX 653 (Gt Yarmouth, 1961), now owned by a diesel engine restorer. (CA) 14: Sitting on a trailer, this 1964 400E motor caravan with its Lifting 
roof, is ripe for restoration to match the one just seen to the rear. It’s also nice to see here at the back, partly restored, the coachbuilt bread 
van, which appeared in our Letters pages a couple of years ago. The 400E Owners Club put on quite a display of their vehicles. (CA) 

15: A Morris ‘Z’ 5 cwt van, JMU 162 (Middlesex, 1949) Looks very‘vintage’, sitting between a Bedford HA and a Morris Minor. (CA) 
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Allan Bedford and Vic Capon visited the 20 7 7 Great Dorset 
Steam Fair, held over the August Bank Holiday weekend. Allan 
says this year's show was blessed with excellent weather. He 
attended on the Friday and says the heavy overnight dew helped 
to keep the dust down. He made an early trek around the huge site 
to capture a selection of pictures before the large crows arrived... 







1: A rare sight was this pair of former Pickford Atkinson ‘SBT ballast tractors, 898 GYX and 899 GYX, parked together. There were plenty of 
the more often seen ScammeLL Highwayman type as well. (AB) 2: A Locally-based Austin K4, LHT 995 (Bristol, 1948) just as you Like to see 
them, in the Livery of G J Sage of Chard. (AB) 3: The well-known ERF 7MW NGC heavy haulage tractor contrasts with a ScammeLL Crusader, both 
carrying versions of the Motor Panels cab. (AB) 4: In preservation, seemingly since the dawn of time, the ex-Shellmex and BP 1926 ScammeLL 
S10 possibly still wears the same coat of paint as when Allan says he saw it for the first time at the original Stourpaine Bushes site in 1972. 
Let’s hope it appears at next year’s 50th Anniversary show. (AB) 5: In the autojumble field, it was a surprise to see this very tidy Leyland Lynx 
dray for sale, which carries 1947 Hereford registration, FG 135. (AB) 6: An ex-USAF International Harvester Loadstar with twin boom wrecking 
equipment, AUF 104K. (AB) 7: It was nice to find a totally original 1961 Bedford -Martin Walter Romany, YHR 256 from Wiltshire, being used as 
intended, with the owner’s dogs on guard and the heavy overnight dew still on the grass. (AB) 
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8: Down in the equestrian section, it was good to see this old LeyLand Boxer again, EMO 488V (Berkshire, 1979), which Allan says he first saw 
at the 2006 show. (AB) 9: Among the vehicles old and new around the funfair, this Cummins-powered Foden 4275 eight-wheeler, registered 
OIL 3626, caught the eye, having brought Howard’s Steam Gallopers to the show. (VC) 10: Allan says there were Less Dutch vehicles at the 
show this year, but this DAF fire engine was among them. (VC) 11: Contrasting with the fairground vehicles seen elsewhere in this issue is 
this LeyLand Hippo, TSU 418, restored in its original military condition. (VC) 12: A surprising number of World War I Lorries have emerged onto 
the rally scene in recent years, Like this Dennis subsidy vehicle. (VC) 13: Seen in the play-pen’, with the ex-Pickfords Crane girder trailer, are 
Diamond T, EGG 160, and Foden, SGG 6, with ex-Metrpolitan Water Foden, JML136K, pushing at the rear. (VC) 14: Also seen in the play-pen’ 
was this ScammeLL S26,A979 RNU, which was also a support vehicle, bringing an old stager to the show on a Low-Loader trailer. (VC) 15: A real 
rarity, this road-sweeper was built by Lacre of Letchworth on a Bedford TJ chassis, now Lovingly restored in the Livery of contractor Kelly, but 
probably an ex-War Department vehicle. (VC) 
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HITCHING A RIDE 

I previously mentioned my father's attitude 
with regard to giving lifts while working for 
Earle's Cement I am certain he gave lifts to 
fellow lorry drivers, but you were unlikely to 
ride with him otherwise. If he called at home, 
we used to beg him to give us a ride in his 
lorry. If it was facing the right way, it was only 
about 300 yards to the end of the road. He 
would come out of the house to the trusty 
Foden, tell us to stand well back and off he 
would go. 

In 1967, In Rochdale, Lancashire, I passed 
my driving test in a Vauxhall Viva HA. The only 
piece of advice given by Dad was: "Don't pick 
up hitch-hikers, they can be more trouble than 
you think." I have picked up the odd one, but 
not many. 

However, one day my younger brother had 
arrived home from his school in Beverley 
earlier than usual. He announced that Father 
had given him a lift in the Bedford SType 
that he was driving at that period. Dad had 
apparently seen brother Robin lurking near 
the gates, awaiting a quick departure from 
the school, which Dad then assisted. It was 
a surprise to all of us, including our mother. 
Robin recalls coming down Skidby Hill 
(famous for its windmill) out of gear at quite a 
speed. Then, rather than dropping him off at 
home, he had to walk % mile from where he 
was dropped off. 

The next member of the family to be 
privileged with a lift was me. I was working in 
Lancashire at this time as a chef in the town 
centre of Rochdale. Father occasionally called, 
via the tradesmen's entrance of the hotel and 
had a cup of tea and see if I wanted anything 
from home. Once he said: "If it's your day off 
tomorrow, I'll give you a lift home. You can 
come back the next day by train." So I had a 
ride in the much-despised Austin FFK. 

It had about a dozen empty pallets roped 
securely at the back of the platform, so no 
real weight. I did in a masochistic sort of way 
enjoy the journey. This was before any part of 
the M62 eastward opened, so it was the A58 
over Blackstone Edge and through towns such 
as Elland, Wakefield, Pontefract and skirting 
Goole. It was a rough ride, bouncing about 
in the passenger seat. The smell of diesel 
and Father's cigs creating a slightly noxious 
atmosphere, even though he always drove (in 
a car as well) with a window open. 

We called at Woodside Cafe at Rawcliffe for 
lunch. I paid for both our meals. The cafe was 
packed with every cigarette-smoking lorry 
driver in the area, I think, and Dad was not at 
all impressed when I did not eat all my food, 
excellent though it was. As we neared Melton, 
he said to me: "I've got to drop off these pallets 
at the quarry. When I stop near the gates, get 
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out quick, you can walk from there." About 
1 Vi miles; anyway, the weather was good and, 
after 80 miles in the Austin, it was nice to be in 
the fresh air. I only wish it had been in the two- 
stroke Foden of his earlier days at Earle's. 

That Foden was involved in a gentleman 
being refused a lift, as was told to me by my 
mother. Soon after the Foden TKH 300, had 
been converted to a tanker in 1961, Earle's 
was despatching cement to the then under 
construction Fylingdales Early Warning Station 
on the North Yorkshire Moors. I have been told 
that most of this cement was taken by train to 
a station near the site and transported onward 
by a local contractor. Occasionally cement, 
probably a specialist type, was delivered by 
road from Earle's Melton factory. This could be 
during the day or at night. 

The area around the site is scenically 
beautiful, but at night was very quiet, quite 
desolate and I would imagine demanding, 
with its hills and bends. One morning, about 
1.00 am, Father was returning to Melton 
after discharging the tanker. According to 
my mother, he came around a bend in the 
road, to discover, as she put it,'a very posh 
car', parked badly with the driver alongside it. 
The driver signalled Dad stop, which he did. 

He also realised the driver was in a dinner suit 
and had every appearance of being drunk. 
Then, of course, no mobile phones, very few 
public telephones and even less 24 hour filling 
stations. 

When the driver told Dad he had run out 
of petrol, it would not have been a good 
introduction. He said:"Driver, go and get me 
some petrol.'The answer was: "Where from?" 
After a brief exchange of words, the car driver 
suggested syphoning petrol out of the Foden. 

I would love to have seen Dad's face. His reply, 
according to Mother, was unrepeatable. He 
never did suffer fools gladly, but he did say: 
"Things like this," pointing at the Foden, "don't 
use petrol and I'm going." I am sure the car 
driver did not appreciate the sound of the 
Foden's two-stroke engine reverberating into 
the still of the night, as Father headed home. 

The next time he gave a lift to anyone, 
by coincidence, it was somebody I knew. 

I had returned to Swanland, was married 
and working at the De la Pole Hospital at 
Willerby. My journey to and from work used an 
unclassified rod called Melton Bottoms, linking 
Melton and Willerby which, in those days, was 
used by a lot of lorries and, at certain times of 
the day, a large commuter traffic to Blackburn's 
aircraft factory at Brough. My mother, a staff 
nurse at the time at the Hull Royal Infirmary, 
was told by a police inspector that East Riding 
Police rated it as one of the msot dangerous 
roads on their patch. The camber was not 
uniform, bends, junctions, blind dips; it was 
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then and still is a bad road and lorries can 
now only use it for access. In winter, snow and 
black ice certainly took their toll of the unwary. 

In the mid-1970s, by this time driving a 
Bedford KM, Father left Melton, travelling 
towards Willerby, when he saw in a field to his 
left, a Ford 400E van on its side. At the same 
time, the driver staggered up the grass bank, 
his face bleeding from the grazes incurred 
as the van had tipped over. Fortunately, 
other than being in shock, these were the 
van driver's only injuries. He was working for 
Jackson's, a large bread and bakery concern, 
which is still in production in Hull. Father got 
him into the cab of the KM and gave him 
the driver's First Aid Kit. All Earle's and Blue 
Circle lorries had a small sign on the radiator 
grille stating that the vehicle carried a kit. The 
drivers were expected to use them, and not 
just for their own injuries. Dad told him to get 
a pad out and hold it against his injured face, 
then drove him to the main entrance of the A 
& E Department at Hull Royal Infirmary. 

Now Father, as usual, never mentioned 
this to any of us, not even Mother. At De la 
Pole Hospital, the contract to supply bread 
was with Jackson's and this was a new driver, 
delivering to the hospital. I never noticed he 
was missing for a few days, but the next time I 
saw him, he looked like he had been attacked 
by a very large cat, his face was a bit of a mess, 
not helped by yellow antiseptic ointment on 
top of the scars. 

When we asked him where and when 
his accident had happened he told us. The 
next question was: "Did you have to get an 
ambulance.""No," he said, "the driver of a 
cement lorry took he to Hull Royal. The lorry 
driver told me he wasn't even going to Hull, 
but was not bothered about going out of his 
way. He also said: "You can't rush on roads 
this icy, I suppose you were going too fast." I 
actually had to admit that I didn't know it was 


icy..." 

I asked him about the lorry driver and knew 
immediately it was our father and when I 
spoke to him, he confirmed it. The van driver 
did not know it, but he was a rarity. A ride in 
a lorry with my old Dad was a privilege given 
to few. 

I enclose a cutting from a 1980s Blue Circle 
Magazine that might be of interest. 

John Wheeler, Swanland. 
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SERVICE IN ADEN 

I though you might like the picture of 
the International.The lorry was (perhaps) 
being serviced in Aden during the General 
Strike there in summer 1960. Apologies for 
picture quality, but the ravages of time and 
sub-standard photo paper have taken their 
toll. However, the integral stength of the 


construction of the oil drum is worthy of 
comment. 

The newish-looking Bedford RL was 
'issued'to me while I served my National 
Service with 45 Commando, royal Marines, 
Motor Transport section. The heavily-laden, 
scruffy-looking one is the same RL, returning 
to base, after several months of hard use in 


the rugged mountainous region close to the 
Yemen border. 

By the way, although the said RL was 
classified as a 3 ton cargo, it could, if 
required, carry more than twice that 
amount. I've done it. Many thanks for a 
brilliant magazine. 

John O. 



NORTHANTS DETAILS 

I was very interested to see the photographs 
oftheWG Eales and'Mineral Haulage and 
General Contractors' tipper lorries featured 
in Vintage Roadscene, August 2017 issue. 

The photographs on page 42, abc302 
and possibly abc301 as well, were taken 
at Pipewell Hall Face, Sheepbridge Co Ltd, 
Desborough Ironstone Quarries. Picture 
abc300 was at the tipping dock located at 
Pipewell North Face, Desborough Quarries. 

W G Eales (Transport) Ltd was contracted 
by Sheepbridge Co to transport ironstone 
from the Pipewell Hall Face to the railway 
tipping dock pictured. This operation 


commenced in November 1951, ceasing in 
December 1958. From 1956, the Eales lorries 
conveyed the ironstone to a tipping dock 
nearer to Desborough and also tipped onto 
a stockpile, also at Desborough. 

Photographs abc299 on page 42, plus all 
those on page 43, are of MH&GC lorries at 
the Rushton operation of the Nassington, 
Barrowden Mining Co Ltd. Again, W G 
Eales/MH&GC were contracted to convey 
ironstone from the quarry just to the east of 
Rushton, to a tipping dock beside the main 
line railway at Glendon and Rushton Station. 

The two photos showing the lorries 
tipping were taken at Glendon and Rushton 


Station, not Irchester (wishful thinking on 
my part, putting two and two together 
to make six - Ed). Eales also took some of 
the ironstone to the Sheepbridge Co at 
Desborough, as well as to local ironworks 
at Kettering and Cransley.The Rushton job 
was in operation from 1952 to probably 
February 1972.The MH&GC livery was black 
and orange! 

Thank you for a thought-provoking article. 

Greg Evans, Kettering 

Thank you for the additional detail. I knew 
somebody would have local knowledge like 
this, which is much appreciated. 


r 

BREWERIES OF YESTERDAY 

Those ancient breweries provided us with a unique range of vehicles 
from their fleets of wonderful brewers'drays. The old breweries of 
Hope Square, Weymouth were my absolute favourites. John Groves 
and J A Devenish were next door to each other. Devenish finally 
closed in 1985. 

The enclosed picture was taken on Monday morning, the day 
after the Luftwaffe had split Devenish's Brewery in half with a high 
explosive bomb, on Sunday, 11 th August, 1940. A mash tun was 
exposed to the outside world. 

The brewer's dray only slipping into the picture was a Thornycroft 
which belonged to John Groves. The other brewery was only 
slightly damaged in the extreme blast and they were able to supply 
Devenish with beer to keep its inns and taverns going in Weymouth 
and far beyond. 

After just a couple of years, Devenish was rebuilt and brewing 
again, long before the war had ended. I expect 3,000 sailors from 
Portland Harbour were happy! 

v___ 
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For many years John Groves bought Thornycroft drays and, after 
the war, had the perfect fleet, mainly Sturdy models, each with a fleet 
number. As new, they looked particularly good. 

Terry Giles, Trowbridge. 
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BRIGHTON, PARCELS AND HALLS 

Issue 216 of Vintage Road scene was very good as usual. The Brighton, 
Hove & District Bristol K- type bus article was very interesting. I 
remember seeing them close up when I was young, and I still like them 
now. Brighton was a great place to go in the 1950s, the licensed taxis 
were black Standard Vanguard saloons with white bonnets. You could 
see them 100 yards away. The roads were made of red tarmac and the 
policemen wore white helmets. 

Brighton, Hove & District was unusual for a Tilling company, because 
the company used the same red and cream livery as Brighton 
Corporation. They had a working arrangement that lasted from 1939 
to 1970. Most Tilling company's buses were painted either red or green 
with a cream band between the decks. 

The two parcel carriers that interested me were Atlas Express and 
N Francis & Co. Atlas Express was a big company, with depots all over 
Britain, from Aberdeen to Newhaven.The company's fleet of vans 
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included Ford Thames ET6, Thames Trader NCs, Ford D Series, and 
Bedford TKs. N Francis & Co was a London operation, with one depot in 
Dalston, but all the N Francis vans that I've seen were working south of 
the river. The older N Francis & Co vans were painted dark green, then 
in the 1960s, the Ford K Series vans were painted sky blue. The N Francis 
& Co Ford Thames ET6 van on page 42 is seen delivering in St James 
Road, Croydon. 

The Hall & Co coverage has been great. Hall & Co was established in 
Merstham, Surrey in 1824, by George Hall. It was a huge company, with 
more than 2,000 lorries on the road, and the the largest supplier of 
sand and aggregatesin the country for many years. All the lorries were 
serviced and repaired in-house. It remained a family run business until 
1968, when it was taken over by RMC. Hall & Co continued to trade as 
Hall & Co (South East) and Hall & Co (Thames Valley) for quite a few 
years with the lorries painted in an orange livery. The Hall family fought 
a long battle against a Redland take-over, before RMC came along. 

H Dau I by, Croydon 

_ LI _ J 




THAT HALL & CO TIPPER 

Regarding the last issue of 
Vintage Roadscene, no 217, and 
the Fleet Service News article 
on page 13. It is strange how a 
picture I didn't bother to send 
you happens to be the same 
vehicle as:"yet another Bedford 
soon to go into service with the 
fleet"that was allocated new to 
Folkestone Depot. My picture shows driver Tom Vidler loading Bedford 
SType 7-tonner, fleet no 2607, registration unknown, with Dutch 
sandlime bricks at Dover Docks for Dungeness A Power Station around 
1960. 

Brian Collins, via e-mail 


REMOVALS FLEET 

Given the recent correspondence on home removers, this 
photograph may be of interest. There are over 16 vehicles with 
their crews, led by what looks like a Commer N Type, ELX 388 
(London County Council, 12/37-3/38) owned by Days, which sold 
furniture, carried out removals and provided storage facilities. Days 
operated out of South London, with the 1960 Bromley Telephone 
Directory listing branches at 89 High Street, Beckenham, London 
Road, Norbury and Norwood Road, London SE 27. The company no 
longer exists, and I cannot find any historical information indicating 
what happened to it; I wonder if any of your readers remember the 
company, or perhaps where the photograph was taken. Thanks to 
Ian Muir for the branch information. 

Colin Barker, Wilby, Suffolk 
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KENDAL AND CARLISLE 

I was pleased to see in the photo at the foot of page 7 of 
Vintage Roadscene issue 216 a shop sign advertising 'K' 
Shoes (Kfor Kendal). These items were once manufactured 
in my home town with the factory, once employing 
hundreds of people now long gone, and the local retail 
outlet rather more recently so, from a town which at one 
time shod the world. 

The story of Scania and the 'epic journey' made interesting 
reading, as did the emergence of Scania Vabis in 1911. It 
must be about 50 years since I first noticed trucks thus 
branded on Britain's roads, but all now seem to be plain 
Scania. When did the Vabis part disappear? 

The Brighton, Hove & District Bristol Ks did well to last 
two years with Southdown, as three United Automobile 
Services examples didn't fare anything like so well in my part 
of North-west England. The formation of the National Bus 
Company on 1 st January 1969 resulted in United's Carlisle 
operation being transferred to Ribble Motor Services (I 
believe that United had been trying to off-load the Carlisle 
depot for some 20 years) with effect from 5th January 1969. 
There were 21 Bristol/ECW single-deck saloons involved 
(which became Ribble 261 -281), together with three K 
double-deckers. The Ks were allocated Ribble fleet nos 1973, 
1980 and 1981, but were quickly sold without operating 
for the company. United ran a city service in Carlisle, having 
been allocated the South-east of the city, east of the A6 and 
A7 roads, as it's operating area, as a result of the Carlisle Joint 
Transaction, implemented in the autumn of 1931. It may not 
be too well-known that for a few months prior to this, Ribble 
had been the city's tramway operator. 

The three fleet nos allocated by Ribble to the Ks remained 
dormant until 1971, when the first of the batch of Ribble's 
first VRT double-deckers took them. This batch comprised 
in total 23 machines (nos 1979-2001 inclusive) which spent 
most of the 1970s working on Carlisle city routes. After 
being withdrawn, about half of the batch were transferred 
to Eastern Counties, and one of the transferred machines 
(NCK 985K), formerly Ribble no 1985, is pictured on page 60 
of issue 216, now apparently preserved in East Anglia, but 
another two of the batch are now preserved in Lancashire, 
one being open-topped, and housed with the Ribble 
Vehicle Preservation Trust. 

All the Bristols mentioned here were bodied by Eastern 
Coachworks of Lowestoft (closed in 1987, as noted on page 
44 of issue 217), and shots 5 and 7 on page 49 contrast 
the two heights of ECW body fitted to the VRT chassis, the 
difference seen in the width of the white band above the 
windscreen. There was, however, another height of 13 ft 5 
ins (the ultra low height body) which in NBC livery had no 
white band whatsoever above the windscreen. Potteries 
Motor Traction had some, and in 1982 Potteries'ultras' 

URF 661 and 662S became Ribble 2033 and 4. They were 
based at Kendal depot for a special function and stayed 
until early 1989, as Ribble'low-heights'2003 and 4 had 
moved south in the exchange agreement. Shot 8 on page 
49 depicts an ECW double-deck coach body of 1986 on an 
Olympian chassis, and it has to be said that, as far as looks 
are concerned, things had not improved since the company 
built double-deck coach bodies on 30 VRLL chassis for WC 
Standerwick about 15 years earlier. Such is progress... 

Alan Wilson, Kendal 



BREWERY TRANSPORT 

The Mitchells & Butlers tanker 
pictured on page 43 of your 
December 2017 issue was owned 
and operated by BulwarkTransport 
of Chippenham, Wiltshire. 

My copy of Bulwark's 1950s 
publicity brochure shows a very 
similar picture with the caption: 

"An interesting development of 
bulk transport. The beer is pumped 
direct through a filter outlet at the 
brewery into a lagged pressure 
tanker, and then conveyed to 
the bottling and distributing 
centres. The lagging preserves the 
temperature chill on the beer within 
a tolerance of 2 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Thus BULWARKTRANSPORT not 
only halves the number of vehicles 
used by the brewery, but keeps 
the beer in better condition than 
is possible by using multiple 
containers." 

The cylindrical, two compartment 


cargo tank is of stainless steel, 
lagged, with insulating material and 
panelled with an outer aluminium 
skin and having a capacity of 90 
barrels, the barrel (36 gallons) being 
the standard brewery measure. 
Hence 90 barrels equals 3,240 
gallons or 25,920 pints.This payload 
gave the vehicle an overall gross 
weight of close to the then legal 
maximum of 24 tons. 

The tanker would have mostly 
been used just as the caption 
describes, taking the beer from the 
Cape Hill brewery a dozen miles or 
so, to a bottling or kegging plant in 
Wolverhampton, and this continued 
at least until the 1980s when 
Bulwark itself became history. 

The two drivers whose names I 
recall were Jack Doughty and Syd 
Pryce, and they must have reached 
a ripe old age by now if they are still 
with us. 

George Howell, Thurlby, Lines 


PARCELS IN ESSEX 





Thanks for an interesting article 
and evocative photos in the 
November issue. The picture at 
the bottom of page 41 of Essex 
Carriers' Paravan, 8147 NO, is 
at the top end of Southend 
High Street, with the Dixons 
department store behind on 
the left and the canopy over the 
entrance to the Hotel Victoria 
just in shot on the extreme 
right hand side. Victoria Circus 
junction, the transport hub of 
the town, is behind the van. 

On the previous page, the 
middle photo of the Dennis Stork, YHK 726, is possibly on the A13, near the 
Tarpots junction in Benfleet. Essex Carriers had a depot just around the corner 
(where my good friend, the late Peter Snell worked) and I recall there was a 
factory on the north side of the A13, just east of Tarpots (since demolished 
and replaced by housing) which looks familiar. I suspect they took the van 
out of the depot and posed it just round the corner for the Commercial Motor 
photographer, rather than being 'out on its rounds' as you surmised (I was 
giving them the benefit of the doubt -Ed). 

Richard Delahoy, Southend on Sea. 
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HALL & CO MODELS 

As you are opening this e-mail, you are probably thinking: "Oh no, 
not another reader who worked for Hall & Co", but mine is a slightly 
different story, as I worked for Readymix Concrete Ltd for 20 years and 
was based at Mitcham at the time that company took over Hall & Co, 
and I lived approximately half a mile from the central workshops at 
Salfords. 

My job was to look after the technical side of concrete production 
from approximately seven concrete plants based in South London, 
one of them being the depot at the rear of the Salfords workshops. The 
attached photograph shows the AEC'Chinese Six'artic tipper which, if 
my memory serves me right, was the only one built for the aggregate 
section of Hall Co. This vehicle used to bring aggregates from the 
Chertsey area into Salfords, Coulsdon and Croydon.The second 
photograph is of an AEC Mammoth Major and a Leyland Octopus 
tipping aggregate into the hopper of the concrete plant at Mitcham. 
These were both Salfords-bodied trucks. 


The artic already mentioned had a Crane Fruehauf trailer, so was 
probably bought in and teamed-up with the AEC at Salfords. One 
of the articles mentioned a cement works at Beddington, between 
Croydon and Mitcham, belonging to Blue Circle Cement. This was also 
started by Hall & Co, but was bought by Blue Circle, enabling Hall & Co 
to run bulk cement tankers. Up to this time, this was the prerogative of 
the cement manufacturers. It also mentioned Hall & Co company cars 
being dark blue Ford Anglias. I drove one of these and had to have it 
rebuilt at Salfords, after an accident, when I was shunted up the back. 

I also attach one or two 1/50 scale model trucks that I have converted 
into Hall & Co vehicles from original Corgi models. Hope this may be of 
interest to you. I do have quite a few pictures taken in the 1960s and 
70s of Readymix Ltd concrete trucks, if you are interested at any time. 

Mike Johnson, via e-mail 

We would certainly be interested in pictures of Readymix contrete 
vehicles, as a great follow-up to our Hall & Co articles... 



RALLY WOES 

Thanks to unforeseen demands on my time, I have just finished 
reading issue 215, so apologies for the late response. On Page 67 is a 
letter by Stephen Moran entitled'Rally Woes'. I have attended classic 
vehicle fairs for very many years, both as an exhibitor and, more 
recently, only as a visitor, to appreciate the vehicles on show. I do 
agree with Stephen but can also see it from the exhibitors'side. 

Exhibitors will be proud of their vehicle, will know a great deal 
about it but also, naturally, will want to walk around and view 
everything else on show. An exhibitor will get to know other 
exhibitors and will want to talk with them - I have no problem with 
that at all, that is how knowledge is passed around. Some exhibitors 
prepare a little information sheet on their vehicle and that is very 
useful. 

However, what I do find surprising is that, in many cases, the 


exhibitor provides no information about the vehicle at all, even 
when it's very unusual. I was born in 1939 and have always been 
interested in a wide range of vehicles cars, vans, lorries, buses, 
coaches, etc. The problem Stephen describes applies across the 
board. I believe the answer is for each show organiser to provide a 
simple A5 sheet, with basic headings (make, year of manufacture, 
engine type/size, etc) for each exhibitor to fill in and have visible on 
their vehicle when it's at the show. 

Alternatively, Kelsey Publishing could produce a version and 
include one in each of their different publications at the start of the 
rally season. The final heading could be'Other Information'to cover 
anything the owner may wish to add. 

Frank Lucas, via e-mail 

A good idea - we'll see what the publisher says... 
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PIPE BRIDGES 


May I first and foremost say that I thoroughly 
enjoy Vintage Roadscene and have been an 
avid reader for a great many years. 

I served in both the Essex County Fire 
Brigade (ECFB) and then the London Fire 
Brigade and look forward to Ron Henderson's 
articles on fire appliances. Without doubt he is 
an expert on his subject, but in the November 
2017 edition of Vintage Roadscene he made a 
slight mistake. 

The top photo on page 8 shows two Essex 
County Fire Brigade appliances attending a 
stack fire. Ron mentions that the pipe bridge 
erected to allow'through traffic'to pass the 
incident was a piece of Auxiliary Fire Service 
(AFS) equipment, but in fact it was designed 
and built by the ECFB Workshops. There were 
two such bridges carried, one each on the 
Brigade's two Bedford RL Hose-laying Lorries. 
One was based at Chelmsford and the other at 
Barking back in those days. The bridges came 



into service in or about 1962 at roughly the 
same time as the Bedfords. 

As a very young probationary fireman at 
Chelmsford in the 1960s, I often rode the 
Hose-laying lorry as a 'spare bod' and was 
involved in erecting the bridge on a couple of 
occasions. The idea behind it was, as Ron says, 
to allow'through traffic'at an incident, but 
it was also high enough to allow a standard 
height bus to pass under it. On our patch, 
these were mainly Eastern National Bristols. 

The Dodge/Kew with Arlington body was 
new to the Brigade in 1952 and would appear 
to be running as a spare from Braintree Fire 
Station, while the Commer/Miles behind it 
may well be from Wethersfield. 

The AFS did have pipe bridges, but they 
were of a much heavier construction than 
the ECFB version and far more difficult to 
erect. We have one of the bridges in the Essex 
Fire Museum at Grays Fire Station (which is 
definitely worth a visit, if you like vintage fire 
engines). 

I have been fortunate enough to be loaned 
two photos from the Essex Fire Museum 
showing the Bedford RL Hose-laying Lorry 
of the Essex County Fire Brigade, which was 
based at Chelmsford, including a rear view 
showing the pipe bridge stowed on the 
vehicle. Thanks to the Essex Fire Museum for 
allowing the use of the pictures. 

Finally, on page 75,'Getting in on the Act' 



the story mentions'Horseferry Road (where 
the London Fire Brigade Headquarters is) 
was widened on the Eastern Bank...'.The old 
LFB Headquarters is actually situated at No 8 
Albert Embankment, on the South side of the 
Thames. It was built in 1937 and, although 
no longer Brigade HQ, it is still a very busy 
central London fire station. The fire station in 
Horseferry Road (North of the Thames) was 
in fact Westminster Fire Station, which, sadly, 
closed recently because of cut-backs in the 
LFB. By the way, wasn't the Armstrong Saurer 
a great looking truck for its day? 

Murray Beale, via e-mail 
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T hree years ago, in issue 181, the Tailscene was one of a 
series of shots from the Stilltime archive, showing a view 
'up' Regent Street, dating from around 1967, with a queue 
of interesting vehicles waiting at some traffic lights, 
beneath that year's Christmas decorations. It's repeated 

here. 

As I wrote then, the presence of the motor-cyclists in the series of 
pictures suggests they were taken for a magazine like'Motor-cycle 
Weekly', while another shot includes a road sign: 'Ahead. Box Junctions 
Experiment', so the magazine must have been looking at the implications 
of the new rules for its readers. 

In the picture used before, lined up waiting at the lights are, on the front 
row, a Vauxhall Victor VX4/90,416 BRK (Croydon, 1964), and a two-door 
Ford Consul Corsair, with a number plate too grubby to read. 

Behind them are an MG Midget and another Vauxhall Victor, the later 
FC model, contrasting with the VX4/90, which was an FB model.This had 
an illuminated sign on the roof, so was presumably being used as a taxi - 
from out of town, as London mini-cabs tended to remain anonymous in 
those days, to avoid confrontations with 'black cab'drivers. Behind them 
were a Ford 400E van, with no visible markings and we can just see the 
roof of a Mini. 

Then we can see a London Transport RTL bus - the Leyland Titan PD2 
equivalent of the AEC RT - on route 60 to Waterloo and a Ford D Series 
Luton-bodied van, probably a D300, plated at 7V 2 or 8 V 2 tons gross. 

This belonged to G W Woodward, Express Carriers of Barwell, Leicester, 
whose earlier vehicles, Seddons and Bedfords, have appeared in Vintage 
Roadscene in Colin Chesterman's articles on bodybuilders - there's a co¬ 
incidence. 

Just visible behind the D Series is an Austin FX3 taxi and a parked(!) 
Austin A60 Cambridge further back, while there is a nice rear view of 
another FX3 going the other way, 'up' Regent Street, towards Oxford 
Circus, with a glimpse of the roof of a later FX4 beside the RTL. 

In the other picture here, we have a view in the other direction, across 
the junction controlled by the lights, showing the zig-zag markings of the 
'box junction', which were soon to be seen all over the country - and still 


are today (and still ignored or misunderstood by plenty of drivers...). 

Underneath the merry, festive lights, we can see the dated-looking 
shopfronts, like Burtons the Tailors on the right, lots of chilly-looking 
pedestrians, wrapped up in overcoats, and more interesting vehicles of 
the day. There's a period illuminated'No Left Turn'sign beside the traffic 
lights visible above the motor-cyclist's helmet. 

I think that's BSA he's riding, waiting with an Austin FX4 taxi to turn right 
- which is allowed in the box junction, it's just going straight-on when 
you can't stop in the box. They are waiting for the Ford Zephyr 6 Mk III 
and, presumably, unseen following traffic to turn left into Regent Street, 
before following. 

There's a taxi, various cars, vans and a bus ahead of them down the 
busy street, while coming the other way are a Ford Corsair, a Vauxhall 
Victor estate (behind the'Keep Left') a Ford Transit van, two FX4 taxis, two 
Anglia 307E vans, and a couple more RT buses coming the other way. 

Some lovely period scenes for our January issue, which you'll most likely 
be reading just before or over the festive period, with the lights reflecting 
off the wet road surface, making this the ideal point to wish everybody a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year... 

(CHC aaj953/958) 
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We have decided to sell our classic collection, most of the vehicles have been restored “in house”, they will be of 

interest to Transport Museums, collectors, enthusiasts and investors. 

It is sad in some ways to be relinquishing our collection but will give others a chance to show the trucks 

more than we do. 



Leyland Octopus LAD, 8x4, 
Leyland Axles, 680 Power 
Plus Engine, imported from 
New Zealand, has a Fuller 
Road Ranger Gearbox, 24 
ft.Alloy, Keruing body, fully 
restored, beautiful. 



AEC Mamouth Major 8x2 
trailing rear axel, unbraked 
second steer axel, 24ft Alloy 
and Keruing body, a real 
gem. 


Mercedes Hanomag, 306 D, 
this is our latest restoration, 
I Oft Alloy Keruing body, fully 
restored in house, just a 
superb restoration, work or 
play fantastic. 



Leyland Octopus LAD 8x4, 
Albion Axels, 680 Power 
Plus engine, supplied new 
to Shell Petroleum, we 
have the original Thompson 
Spirit Tank available, 



AEC Mercury, Ergo Cab, 
supplied new to Federation 
Brewery, last journey was 
to take the legendary Noel 
Minchew to his funeral, 
drives superb. 



AEC Mamouth Major, 8x4, 
unrestored, from Malta, 
very easy restoration, cab 
very nice, on the button, 
four spring rear bogie, 
underslung, we think 
originally supplied to 
Spillers Millers. £25,000 



Scania I I I, LHD, 6x2, 

1979, rear steer, alloy 
tipping body, the cab is in 
exceptional condition, could 
be cut down to a tractor 
or broken for spares, from 
Italy. £15,500 



Scania 141, LHD, 6x2, 1979, 
rear steer, alloy tipping body, 
cab is good, as before could 
cut down to a tractor or 
break for spares, from Italy. 
£15,500 



tonnes. 


, very 
about 9 


£3,500 



Dyson Drawbar Trailer, 
unbraked, has been 
used as a farm trailer, 
easy restoration, would 
complement any historic 
truck, £1,200 


T: 01242 620677 E: theboss@wgilder.co.uk 

M: 07730487177 @williamgilderltd 

W: www.williamgilder.co.uk 





















